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FRANCE VINTON SCHOLES, pictured here, died on February II, 1979. Among the
intellectual debtors to Dr. Scholes stands the New Mexico Historical Review. Not
only did contributions from his vital scholarship in the early days of the Review
help establish its reputation, but also the Review's third editor, Eleanor Adams,
emerged from among an outstanding group of his scholarly legatees. This journal's sentiments are summed up in the memorial offered by the New Mexico State
Legislature, which reads in part: "Whereas, France Vinton Scholes served the
University of New Mexico during a period of five decades. . . and WHEREAS,
he produced numerous works of high scholarly merit in the fields of New Mexico
history and colonial Mexican studies; and WHEREAS, he trained an entire
generation of scholars who are presently teaching in leading universities of the
United States and who have been inspired by his devotion to scholarship and to
the principle of excellence; . . . NOW THEREFORE, . . . deepest condolences
[are extended] to the bereaved family and friends of France Vinton
Scholes. . . ." Those who mourn must also include Dr. Scholes's intellectual
family, all those who respect an inquiring mind and an unquenchable spirit.

FRANCIS SCHLATTER:
THE HEALER OF THE SOUTHWEST
FERENC M. SZASZ

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC DIVISION OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

contains several stereo-cards of a remarkable scene. It was the Fall
of 1895 and over a thousand people were lined up in Denver to be
touched by a German immigrant who bore a startling resemblance to the pictures of Jesus. They would walk up a wooden platform, grasp the hands of the man-he would then offer a short
prayer-and they would walk away. Ma~y testified to miraculous
cures. Moreover, the man took no payment for any of this. "I have
no use for money," he said. Whenever people thanked him, he
replied, "Don't thank me; thank the Heavenly Father. Put your
faith in him, not in me. I have no power but what he gives me
through my faith. He will give you the same." The man was Francis Schlatter, "The New Mexico Messiah," "The Healer," "EI
Gran Hombre," and his is one of the most remarkable stories of
the Southwest during the 1890s. 1
Francis Schlatter was born on April 29, 1856 in the French Province of Alsace-Lorraine. His parents were German peasants and
he quit school at fourteen to learn the trade of shoemaker. Born a
Roman Catholic, he remained one throughout his life. When his
parents died, he emigrated to America, where he arrived around
1884. He spent several years in New York City and in Jamesport,
Long Island, working both as a shoemaker and as a fireman on the
local steamboats. In the Fall of 1892 he arrived in Denver and set
up shop, first on Stout Street and later on Downing Avenue. 2
While working at his trade in Denver, he cured a friend by letter. With this he began to feel that "The Father" had chosen him
to perform great deeds of healing. First, however, he would have
to be tested. So, in July of 1893 he left Denver in the rain, with
0028-6206/79/0400-0089$01.60/0
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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only $3 in his pocket, and began to wander across the western
United States. He had no itinerary but simply followed the voice of
The Father.
His wanderings took almost two years. From Denver he walked
through Kansas, stopping at Clay Center, Topeka and Lawrence.
At Kansas City, he turned south where he eventually entered Indian Territory. When he came to Hot Springs, Arkansas, he was
arrested for vagrancy, given 50 lashes, and thrown in jail for five
months. When he was released, he travelled through Texas where
he was again arrested at Throckmorton and spent three more days
in jail. From there he went to EI Paso, across the desert to Yuma
and finally to San Diego. He began healing in the San Diego area
during July, 1894 (where he was robbed by a fellow wanderer).
Then he journeyed to San Francisco, eventually crossed the Mojave, and rested a few months herding sheep with some Navajo Indians around Flagstaff, Arizona. Since he had little money, he
either begged food or did without. Although friendly railroad men
offered him rides on occasion, he walked most of the way, usually
barefoot. His fellow itinerants poked fun at "that crazy shoemaker," as they called him, but they were also somewhat in awe
of him. 3
He arrived at Pajarito, New Mexico, a hamlet near present day
Los Lunas, around July 9, 1895. Drawing on the curandero tradition of the little Spanish village, he began healing there in earnest.
Stories of numerous cures soon reached Albuquerque and the
Albuquerque Morning Democrat sent reporters down to investigate. There they were met with incredible tales of healing. These
would have been instantly dismissed, had not hundreds of people
vouched for their truth. Jesus Maria Vasques, who had been three
years blind, was touched by Schlatter and now could see. Juliana
Sedillo, who for 16 years could not use her arms, was now off
working in the fields, and so on. Andreas Romero, an elderly,
prominent citizen of nearby Peralta, confirmed the stories. "The
work of this man is something inexplicable and wonderful," he
said. "There is something in his touch which seems to heal the
sick. What you have heard of him is true to the letter. I cannot explain it myself; no one can; yet we know some remarkable cures
have been effected."·
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When the Albuquerque Morning Democrat broke the story, the
issue sold out immediately. "EI Sanador" became the sole topic of
conversation on every street corner.
In addition to his healing, the mystery surrounding Schlatter
deepened when he confessed to reporters that The Father had instructed him to fast and that he had eaten nothing for over ten
days. The people with whom he was living vouched for this.
"Food is not necessary to him who has the proper faith in my
Master," he said. 5 Stranger still, Schlatter bore an uncanny
resemblance to the standard representations of Jesus. The
Democrat reporter gulped as his gaze moved from Schlatter to an
inexpensive print of Christ on the wall behind him. "As one looked
from the flesh to the presentment [on the wall]," he noted, "the
likeness was startling. Every line and touch to be found in the picture were found in the man."6
Albuquerqueans urged Schlatter to come to their city, and he arrived there on July 20. His fame had preceded him. When he
began healing in Old Town the following day, he was met by a
huge crowd. Here, however, he met his first opposition. "The
Catholic Church does not sanction or approve of such proceedings," said Albuquerque priest Father Mandalari. "He is a
fraud from beginning to end," remarked trader Frank A. Hubbell.
A prominent judge said he should probably be locked up under the
vagrancy act. 7 Yet none of the local police would have dared to try
to arrest him, so convinced were the people of his power. 8 "The
train of wagons which never seems to end," noted the Democrat,
"prove better than argument the implicit faith the people have in
the strange man. "9
Numerous people claimed to have been healed and in spite of
careful scrutiny, no one was able to detect fraud in any of the
reported cures: Black railroad worker Charles Stamp could suddenly walk on his crushed foot; Peter Maguire found himself cured
of his rheumatism; Mrs. C. J. Roentgen could now hear better; C.
G. Lott could suddenly move his paralyzed arm. 10 For those who
felt no improvement, Schlatter simply said that more treatments
were necessary.u Moreover, he took no payment for any of his
work. When money was occasionally forced on him, he later distributed it to the poor. Schlatter was always very open whenever
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he was questioned about his power. He was only a poor shoemaker, he said, who was simply doing the bidding of his Master.
When asked to account for the cures, he replied, "My work speaks
for itself."12 Albuquerqueans were astounded when he ended his
fast by eating a gigantic meal and seemingly felt no ill aftereffects,I3 They were even more astounded when he informed Reverend Charles Bovard that he was Jesus returned for a second life
on earth. He did not volunteer this information but when asked
,
directly, replied in the affirmative. 14
By the middle of August, Schlatter's fame had spread across the
Rocky Mountain West. Edward L. Fox, a former Denver Alderman who had come to Albuquerque with an ill friend, was able to
convince Schlatter to go up to Denver; he made plans to leave on
August 21. How long will you be in Denver, a reporter asked him?
Not over two months, was the reply. Where will you go then? No
one knows but The Father, said Schlatter. "Probably I will disappear and no one will know where I am." Will you return ever?
"Yes," he said, "but not in the form that I have now."IS
Weak and somewhat ill from his efforts, Schlatter rested in
several prominent Albuquerque homes until time to depart for
Denver. Numerous citizens, including the merchants, were very
sorry to see him go, for he had brought many people into the city.
A crowd gathered at the station to see him off and many wept
openly when he boarded the train. When it stopped at Bernalillo,
Cerrillos, Lamy, Las Vegas, and on up the line on its way north,
people crowded the platforms for a glimpse or a word. At times
Schlatter stayed inside, but whenever he emerged from the coach,
he told the crowds that it was not necessary that he touch them.
The Father would cure them of their ills, he said, because their
coming to the station served as proof of their faith. 16 "Last night,"
noted a Democrat reporter, "the curtain dropped on a drama
which will claim a place in the history of the Territory of New
Mexico. "17
In Denver Schlatter rested for several weeks at the E. L. Fox
home. During that time, Fox had a special platform built behind
his house so that the crowds could come up single file and be
touched. On September 16, Schlatter again began healing. He
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would start at 9:00 a.m. and work through until 5:00 in the evening. At times he would walk among the crowds and touch invalids
who could not mount the ramp. Often he blessed handkerchiefs
which were held up to him. This he did, with no rest, for almost
two months.u One reporter guessed that six people passed him
every minute. Some crowds were estimated at 3,000.
Denver was as amazed as Albuquerque had been, The streetcars
were crowded with the faithful, the scoffers, and the merely
curious. The lines began to form before dawn and during the day
small boys moved among them selling iced drinks, popcorn, and
sandwiches!g Some entrepreneurs arrived early, in order to sell
their places in line to latecomers. When an official of the Union
Pacific railroad felt himself cured of deafness, he offered his
employees free trips to Denver. Special trains were also run from
Albuquerque and Omaha. The story was even carried in eastern
papers. "The work of this man of faith," remarked one reporter,
"is one of the greatest sensations in Denver for years."20
Denver's doctors and clergymen were irate, but their denunciations proved no match for the testimonials of miraculous cures. So
many people tried to withdraw their children from the Colorado
Springs State Institute for the Deaf and Blind that the officials
sought (unsuccessfully) to have Schlatter visit their institution.
Despite persistent scoffing, many of the cures were verified by outsiders. Several people signed affidavits while other cures were attested to by skeptical reporters. "'Faith moveth mountains,' "
remarked Joseph Emerson Smith, who, covered the story for the
Denver Post. "Now, after 46 years, I am still unable to account
otherwise for the healings I saw."21
Some rascals tried to make money from this excitement by selling handkerchiefs (supposedly blessed by Schlatter) as far away as
the East Coast. The Federal government indicted them for using
the mails to defraud, and it had plans to call Schlatter in as a
witness against them. Before any action could be taken, however,
Schlatter disappeared. 22 On the morning of November 14, 1895,
Fox and his wife went in to wake the healer, only to find a note
pinned to the pillow of his cot: "Mr. Fox-My mission is finished.
Father takes me away. Goodbye. [signed] Francis Schlatter."23
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The Denver papers then began a hunt for Schlatter as if he were
public enemy number one. Sightings were reported in every area
of the state and in Kansas City and Omaha. The hundreds of people who had come to see him voiced their disappointment, and
souvenir hunters tore down the fence surrounding Fox's house.
Meanwhile, Schlatter and Butte, his big white horse, were slowly
riding south into New Mexico. In mid-December he was spotted in
the Santa Fe area and he spent time healing in Pena Blanca, Santo Domingo, and Bernalillo. Several prominent citizens urged
him to return to Albuquerque, but he refused to commit himself.
He would go where The Father wished, he said. When word of his
whereabouts spread, numerous packages and letters were sent to
him care of the Postmaster of Santa Fe: "Suffering humanity outside of New Mexico," remarked a Santa Fe editor, "is trying hard
to definitely locate Schlatter, the healer. "24
Early in January Schlatter quietly appeared at the Morley ranch
in Datil (near Socorro). There he met a sympathetic listener in
Mrs. Ada Morley (Jarrett) who gladly housed him for the winter
months. "The Father has directed me to a safe retreat," he told
her. "I must restore my spiritual powers in seclusion and prayer."
For three months Schlatter stayed in an upstairs room at the
Morley household, venturing out only when the coast was clear.
During that time he alternately rested and exercised by swinging a
large copper rod over his head, as a drum major might swing a
baton. He said that The Father had told him this was necessary or
he would lose his power. He and Mrs. Morley had long conversations during the winter and, with his permission, she copied them
down in a book later published under the title The Life of the
Harp in the Hand of the Harper (Denver, 1897). Only three
copies of this volume are still extant. 25
Historians owe a great debt of gratitude to Mrs. Morley, for this
little book provides the only reliable source for Schlatter's ideas
and social attitudes. Here he elaborated on his views of The
Father, his impressions of the truth of reincarnation, his criticism
of American society, and his vision of the coming New Jerusalem.
When spring arrived, Schlatter informed his hostess that it was
time for him to leave. Word had leaked out as to his whereabouts
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and people were beginning to seek his aid at the ranch. After bidding Mrs. Morley goodbye, he headed south. He was spotted near
Silver City on April 8, but he appeared to be avoiding settled
areas. 26 He crossed the line into Mexico a few days later.
For over twenty years afterward, imposters claiming to be
Schlatter appeared intermittently across the nation. Chicago, New
York City, Canton, Ohio, central Nebraska, Los Angeles, Long
Beach, and St. Louis all produced healers who said they were he.
But there was a key difference between Schlatter and his imposters: They almost always took money. 27
Schlatter himself lived only about a year after he left the Morley
Ranch. His death occurred sometime in 1897 in Chihuahua, Old
Mexico. Rumors of his death spread in the spring of 1897, but they
were discounted by his followers. His passing was reported in
1901 by H. F. Gray, a Los Angeles doctor, and this was confirmed
five years later by archaeologist Edgar L. Hewett. Hewett tells it
this way: In the spring of 1906 he was surveying the eastern slope
of the Sierra Madres, near Casas Grandes, about 150 miles south
of the American border. Here he heard the story of Schlatter's
death from his Mexican guide. Several years earlier the guide had
one day found a white horse standing by a man he assumed was
sleeping. When he ran to get the village authorities, they
discovered that the man was dead. "Francis Schlatter" was written on the flyleaf of the Bible in the saddle bags and a large copper
rod lay nearby. After Hewett donated a check to the village educational fund, thejefe politico of Casas Grandes gave him the rod.
Hewett, in turn, donated it to the Museum of New Mexico, where
it now lies. 28 Thus, while much of the western United States was
seeking Schlatter, the healer had quietly passed away in a tiny
Mexican village.
Francis Schlatter was not the first American to heal by faith, of
course, and numerous such healers exist today: Kathryn Kuhlman
of Minneapolis, Oral Roberts of Tulsa, the "psychic surgeons" of
the Philippine Islands, and numerous lesser-known Pentecostals
are all very much in evidence. 29 But Schlatter can best be understood as a product of the 1890s, a period which could justly be
considered an age of transition in American life. American culture
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in the 1890s was undergoing major shifts in two areas especially:
(1) the relationship between rich and poor; and (2) discoveries in
the world of medicine.
Historians agree that the "Gay Nineties" hardly deserve their
sobriquet. A far better nickname would be the "Grim Ninetles"
for the depression which lasted from 1893 to 1897-without any
governmental interventiQn-may well have been the nation's
worst. 30 The violent strikes at Homestead, Pennsylvania (1892)
and Pullman, Illinois (1894) were just the most spectacular of
thousands of smaller labor-management conflicts. The election of
1896, which pitted Democrat and Populist William Jennings
Bryan against Republican William McKinley, saw America split
along lines of poor against rich. The nation was more divided in
1896 than in any other election, with the possible exception of
1936. In 1892 Episcopal priest John J. McCook, an expert on the
matter, estimated that there were perhaps 50,000 unemployed
men roaming the land. One of these gentlemen of the road, Connecticut Fatty, told McCook that there were only two truly happy
people in the world; the millionaire and the bum. 31 During the
1890s, it seemed, there were plenty of both.
Francis Schlatter was very much a part of this milieu. He denounced American society for its love of money and for its injustice to the working classes. "The moneyed few," he said, "are
the bloodsucking parasites on the common people." Moreover, he
interpreted the message of Jesus of Nazareth as utopian socialism.
"Never forget," he told Mrs. Morley, "I was a workingman. It's
a devilish system! It's the cursed institution and those who uphold
it will reap their reward. If they sow the wind they will reap the
whirlwind. That is the law from on high. Have they clothed the
naked, fed the hungry? Have they housed the homeless? Have they
protected the widow and orphan?
"There has been no peace since Adam. Is not 6,000 years
enough? How long must they suffer? But the day cometh when the
promises for thousands of years shall be fulfilled. He will show the
world unmistakably that He is the Lord their God and they are His
people. Then we shall have peace, once and forever. "32
Yet Schlatter was not a political person. He despaired of
political solutions. It would serve no purpose to give women the
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franchise; it would do no good to vote for the Populists. It was too
late. The end of time was approaching. Schlatter predicted that in
1899 there would be a terrible war between the gold powers and
the laboring classes. (He missed the McKinley-Bryan election by
only three years). After the confrontation, he said, the Lord would
establish a New Jerusalem in America. It would be located in
Datil, New Mexico. Francis Schlatter was a product of the social
unrest of the 1890s. Not without reason was he called "the democrat's Jesus."33
The 1890s were also a great age of transition for the world of
American medicine. The age of scientific medicine was dawning,
but it had not yet arrived. In Principles and Practices of Medicine
(1892), the chief textbook of the College of Physicians and Surgeons in New York, Dr. William Osler confessed that modern
medicine could cure only four or five diseases. 3~ Thanks to the discoveries of Louis Pasteur, Robert Koch, and Joseph Lister,
medicine was able to prevent many' infections-antiseptic
measures during surgery could halt infection; clean drinking
water could stop the spread of cholera and typhoid; doctors could
vaccinate against smallpox; quinine could alleviate malarial
fevers. But actual cures were limited to the fingers of one hand. 35
These were probably the "deficiency diseases," such as scurvy and
beriberi, which could be corrected by proper diet. 36 The miracle
drugs of sulpha, penicillin, and the like were all products of the
twentieth century. 37
The germ theory of disease had been accepted in most medical
circles, but time, distance, and simple stubbornness often impeded
its advance. As late as 1885, Dr. William E. Mayo of Rochester,
Minnesota (father of the two famous Mayo brothers) performed
his surgery without using Lister's antiseptic precautions. 38 In 1892
a famous German doctor drank a beaker full of cholera bacilli to
prove that the germ theory was nonsense. He survived, presumably because he was so angry that his stomach acids killed the
bacilli before they could kill him. 39 New ideas in the world of
medicine spread slowly.40
New Mexico and Colorado in the 1890s, moreover, were hardly
in the forefront of medical science. For cures, most people relied
on home remedies or the numerous patent medicines which were
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Francis Schlatter, 1895. Courtesy of Museum of New Mexico, Photo Archives.
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readily available. These keynoted American medicine during the
last half of the nineteenth century. The heyday for patent
medicines was from 1880 to 1900. Every year the public spent
millions of dollars on them. 41 Before federal regulation in 1906,
these concoctions could, and did, promise anything. While the
newspapers wrote skeptically of Schlatter's "cures," simultaneously they ran advertisements for Dr. Louden's Cholera Compound ("the only known preventative"); Dr. Miles' Heart Nervine
("permanently cures every kind of nervous disease"); and Dr.
McLean's Liver and Kidney Balm (which reminded readers, "You
can't live without a liver").42
Moreover, in the rush to establish medicine on a scientific, even
mechanistic, basis, late nineteenth-century physicians began to ignore the relationship between mind and body. By slighting a connection which the ancients had been well aware of, they opened a
tremendous gap in the healing process. 43 Into this gap poured a
whole body of ideas which collectively were known as "New
Thought." In the East, "New Thought" institutionalized itself as
Christian Science; in the Middle West, as John A. Dowie's Zion
City, Illinois; in the Far West as Unity and The Church of Divine
Science. New Thought ideas were much in evidence during the
1890s. 44
The origins of New Thought were varied. It borrowed from
Swedish mystic Emanuel Swedenborg, from Ralph Waldo Emerson and American Transcendentalism, and, especially, from the
Quaker idea of the "Christ consciousness" within. New Thought
groups differed considerably, one from the other, but all stressed
first, that one could alter one's circumstances simply by changing
one's ideas toward them, and second, the legitimacy of divine
healing. They argued that God is omnipotent and perfect, that
man is part of God, and, therefore, that there could be no illness if
one were in the right relationship to God. As Denver Divine
Science Minister Nona Brooks said, "God is everywhere, therefore
God is here. God is health. Health is everywhere, Therefore,
health is here. "45
Francis Schlatter drew heavily on New Thought ideas. Although his critics liked to portray him as an ignorant shoemaker,
Schlatter was no fool. His spoken English may have been im-
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perfect, but it is clear from his comments that he had read widely
in the literature of his time. He left a large box of books with his
landlord in·Denver, but, unfortunately, these have disappeared.
He confessed that he had read New Thought writings and he was
also known to have attended several gatherings of "Spiritualists"
when he lived in Denver. Healer Malinda E. Cramer, one founder
of the Church of Divine Science, moved to Denver in 1887, and it
is likely he knew of her or the Brooks sisters. 46 Their messages were
very similar. "My mission is to cure the afflicted when The Father
directs me," said Schlatter, "but unless they have faith my efforts
are useless. The greater the faith the quicker they get well. Some
have more disease than others. It doesn't come in a day, and it will
not go in a day. When The Father doesn't want it they cannot get
it. When He sends it, they have it. It all depends upon what He
sends. God is the giver of all things. "47
Did Francis Schlatter really cure people? Definitely yes. Hundreds of claims of cures emerged, many of them signed and verified; not all of these people could have been mistaken. Modern
physicians know that confidence in one's doctor is an important
part of the healing process. Few people today doubt that suggestion and auto-suggestion can indeed remove certain symptoms.
Several types of hysterias, neuroses, and even certain types of
paralyses are directly related to mental attitude. So, yes, Francis
Schlatter did cure some of those who came to see him.
Were the cures permanent? There is no way of knowing for certain, of course, for no follow-up studies were ever done. It seems
safe to say that some were and some were not. Since the source of
the neurotic illness was not affected, the symptoms might,
perhaps, have moved around the body. A woman cured of headaches, say, might well have developed stomach pains a few weeks
later. A man who lost the pain in his arm might well have developed another in his leg, and so forth. 48 But the real miracles came
from the workings of the mind and body themselves. 49 Most people
feel better in the morning, the old medical adage has it, and most
people get well eventually. Time heals the majority of illnesses on
her own. Schlatter was well aware of this. To the many people
who felt no instantaneous improvement, he said that the cures
were gradual. They came "as the faith comes."

SZASZ: FRANCIS SCHLATTER

101

Did Francis Schlatter actually reverse such maladies as cancer,
permanent blindness, deafness, or tuberculosis? Almost certainly
not. Those were beyond the ken of the medicine of his time, and,
unfortunately, are often beyond our present-day knowledge also.
But, as Walter C. Hadley of Albuqueruqe said of Schlatter, he was
not an imposter. He was just as he represented himself-a poor
shoemaker doing the bidding of The Father. Where his power
came from, Hadley could not say, but: "I do know the man is
honest in his intentions, consistent in all things, and that he is doing many men good and no man harm."5o Would that the same
could be said of each one of us.

NOTES
I. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, July 22, 1895; Harry Byron Magill,
Biography of Francis Schlatter, The Healer, with His Life, Works and Wanderings (Company, Denver, 1896), p. 8. Francis Schlatter, The Life of the Harp in
the Hand of the Harper (Denver, 1897), p. 86. Alice Bullock, "Francis Schlatter:
A Fool for God." El Palacio 81 (1975):38-43, offers a good short synopsis of his
career. I would like to thank the staff of the Western History Department, Denver
Public Library, Charles A. Truxillo, and Margaret Connell Szasz for their
assistance in the preparation of this article.
2. Fitz Mac, "The 'Christ Man' of Denver," The Great Divide 12 (November,
1895):253-54.
3. Anon., The Divine Healer (Denver, 1895), pp. 21-30; Francis Schlatter, The
Life of the Harp in the Hand of the Harper, pp. 17-38.
4. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, July 17, 1895. Some people felt he was
the "wandering Jew" of legend. Interview with Charles Truxillo, March, 1978,
Albuquerque. Florence Ellis, "Tome and Father J.B.R.," New Mexico Historical
Review 30 (1955):215.
As Mr. Chaves said later, Schlatter "clearly possessed a mysterious, unexplainable power over men." Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, August 22, 1895.
5. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, July 17, 1895.
6. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, July 17, 1895. A woman said, "O! It's
wonderful, wonderful, wonderful, Christ on earth in our day." Albuquerque
Weekly Citizen, December 21, 1895.
7. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, July 21, 1895; July 22, 1895. Only much
later, when the excitement over Schlatter had begun to fade, did the Catholic
priests speak out against him. Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, December 28, 1895;
December 31, 1895.
8. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, July 23,1895.

102

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 54:2 1979

9. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, August 13, 1895.
10. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, July 24, 1895; July 25, 1895; July 27,
1895.
11. William A. Keleher took his crippled younger brother, Lawrence, to see
Schlatter, but with no effect. Keleher, Memoirs: 1892-1969 (Santa Fe, 1969), pp.
34-36. "Old timer once held hands with Francis Schlatter, but got no wallop,"
Santa Fe New Mexican, October 20, 1922. William Jones Wallrich, " 'Christ
Man' Schlatter," New Mexico Folklore Record 4 (1949-50):28-30, is a very
critical modern account.
12. Albuquerque Weekly Citizen, July 27,1895.
13. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, August 13,1895; August 16,1895.
14. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, August 10, 1895.
15. Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, August 12, 1895; Albuquerque Morning
Democrat, August 11, 1895.
16. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, August 22, 1895; August 23, 1895.
Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, August 24, 1895.
17. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, August 22,1895.
18. Colorado Sun, October 4, 1895.
19. Catholic Register, August 7, 1941; Denver Post, November 9, 1895.
20. Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, September 21, 1895.
21. Millard T. Everett, "Strange Cures Verified by Skeptical Newsmen,"
Catholic Register, August 21, 1941, pp. 1-2; August 28, 1941; Denver
Republican, October 26, 1895. Wesley B. French, "Denver's Mystery Messiah,"
Empire Magazine, September 30, 1951. M. Rayon, Fads or Facts? (Chicago,
1905), pp. 67-73. Colorado Sun, October 29,1895.
22. Denver Post, November 4, 1895.
23. Gene Fowler, Timberline: A Story of Bonfils and Tammen (New York,
1933), p. 220. Thomas F. Dawson, "Francis Schlatter-Denver Healer of the
'90's," The Trail 11 (October, 1918): 11-14.
24. Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, December 20, 1895; December 18, 1895;
December 19, 1895; "The constant inquiry of all persons yesterday was 'Where
is Schlatter?' " said the Albuquerque Morning Democrat, December 19, 1895;
December 20,1895; December 21,1895.
25. Schlatter as quoted in Agnes Morley Cleaveland, No Life for a Lady
(Boston, 1941), p. 223. Copies of Francis Schlatter, The Life of the Harp in the
Hand of the Harper (Denver, 1897) are in the New York Public Library, the
Denver Public Library, and in a private residence in Santa Fe.
26. Silver City Enterprise, April 10, 1896.
27. Denver Catholic Register, June 7, 1945; Denver Republican, October 27,
1909, October 22, 1909; Frank McClelland, "Denver's Famous Healer Francis
Schlatter and His Many Imitators," Rocky Mountain News, March 18, 1928.
Denver Times, December 6, 1900, July 8, 1901, September 5, 1901, September
20, 1901, January 28, 1903. Denver Post, May 9, 1909, August 1, 1904, October
22,1909, April 4, 1916.
28. Denver Times, July 17, 190 I. Edgar L. Hewett, Campfire and Trail (Albuquerque, 1943), pp. 69-75.

SZASZ, FRANCIS SCHLATIER

103

29. Historian David Edwin Harrell, Jr., All Things Are Possible: The Healing
and Charismatic Revivals of Modem America (Bloomington, 1975) presents a
rather sympathetic account of such healing while William A. Nolen, M.D., Healing: A Doctor in Search of a Miracle (New York, 1974) looks at healers from a
medical point of view and is quite critical.
30. Charles Hoffman" "The Depression of the Nineties," The Journal of Economic History 16 (1956): 137-64.
31. Adelia Haberski French, ed., The Social Reform Papers of John James
McCook (Hartford, 1977), p. 8.
32. Francis Schlatter, The Life of the Harp in the Hand of the Harper, pp.
134,142,153-54;thequotationisfromp.149.
33. Schlatter, Life of the Harp, pp. 117-22, 167, 168, 174-76.
34. Simon Flexner and James Thomas Flexner, William Henry Welch and the
Heroic Age ofAmerican Medicine (New York, 1941), pp. 269-70.
35. Paul De Kruif, Microbe Hunters (New York, 1926), pp. 57-184. Kenneth
Walker, The Story of Medicine (New York, 1955), pp. 182-88. Aristides A. Moll,
Half a Century of Medical and Public Health Progress, 1890-1940 (Washington,
1940), pp. 1-5. C. D. Haagensen and Wyndham E. B. Lloyd, A Hundred Years of
Medicine (New York, 1943), p. 17.
36. Kenneth Walker, The Story of Medicine (New York, 1955), pp. 282-86.
37. John C. Burnham, "Will Medical History Join the American Mainstream?" Reviews in American History 6 (1978):43-49. See also Erwin H. Ackerknecht, M.D., A Short History of Medicine (New York, 1908), pp. 228-39.
38. Helen Clapesattle, The Doctors Mayo (New York, 1943), p. 234.
39. William H. McNeill, Plagues and Peoples (New York, 1976), p. 236.
40. Phyllis Allen Richmond, "American Attitudes Toward the Germ Theory
of Disease (1860-1880)," Journal of the History of Medicine 9 (1954):428-54. In
the late 1880s, a distinguished doctor, Alfred Loomis, stood on a New York
University Medical College lecture platform and said, "People say there are
bacteria in the air, but I cannot see them." For this, he was greeted with applause! Flexner and Flexner, William Henry Welch and the Heroic Age of
American Medicine, p. 119.
41. Guenter B. Risse, Ronald L. Numbers and Judith Walker Leavitt,
Medicine Without Doctors: Home Health Care in American History (New York,
1977), offers the best study of this subject; Clapesattle, The Doctors Mayo, pp.
28-29. Adelaide Hechtlinger, The Great Patent Medicine Era (New York, 1970),
offers a colorful panorama. James Harvey Young, The Toadstool Millionaires: A
Social History of Patent Medicines in America before Federal Regulation
(Princeton, 1961) is the best scholarly account. Cf. pp. 191-208. See also James
Harvey Young, "Patent Medicines and 'the Self-Help Syndrome," in Risse, et aI.,
ed., Medicine Without Doctors, pp. 95-115; also William G. Rothstein,
American Physicians in the Nineteenth Century; From Sects to Science
(Baltimore, 1972), p. 187.
42. Albuquerque Weekly Citizen, July 20, 1895; November 2, 1895; The
[Socorro] Citizen, August 10, 1894.
43. Henry E. Sigerist, Civilization and Disease (Ithaca, 1943), pp. 144-45,

104

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 54:2 1979

44. Lloyd C. Taylor, Jr., The Medical Profession and Social Reform (New
York, 1974), p. 19. Brian Inglis, A History of Medicine (Cleveland, 1965), pp.
133-40, 179.
45. Virginia Culver, "Divine Science Origins Traced," Denver Post, August
19,1972.
46. Denver Post, August 19, 1972; Schlatter, The Life of the Harp, pp. 157,
174.
47. Colorado Sun, October 4, 1895. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, July
22, 1895.
48. Henry E. Sigerist, Civilization and Disease, pp. 136-37. Nolen, Healing,
pp. 235-44,270-73.
49. An excellent recent statement of this thesis is Ronald J. Glasser, M.D., The
Body Is the Hero (New York, 1976).
50. Albuquerque Morning Democrat, July 27,1895.

HISPANOS AND THE CIVIL WAR IN NEW MEXICO:
A RECONSIDERA TION
DARLIS A. MILLER

IN THE EARLY STAGES OF THE CIVIL WAR, it was clear to leaders of
the Confederate States of America that New Mexico would have to
be seized by force to insure economic outlets on the West Coast.
This territory was viewed by the rebels as the key to Pacific expansion. Most western historians recognize the important role that
New Mexico played in preventing the Confederacy from establishing a sea-to-sea empire, but scholars traditionally have slighted
native New Mexicans, except perhaps to attribute the major Union
defeat at Valverde to their alleged cowardliness. I
To offset past omissions, this paper will stress Hispanic contributions to New Mexico's war effort as well as the impact that
the Civil War had on the lives of Hispanos. Furthermore, to understand more clearly the quality of interaction among ethnic groups
in the Southwest, this paper-to a modest extent-will focus upon
Hispanic-Anglo relations during the war years. 2
In 1861 New Mexico had a population, exclusive of Indians, of
approximately 80,000, the great bulk of whom were natives of
Hispanic descent. 3 It was a highly stratified society in which a
small wealthy Hispanic class (rieos) shared social, economic, and
political power with the wealthier and more talented members
within the Anglo community. Most New Mexicans were illiterate
and poor (pobres), subsisting in small rural villages or working on
large ranches. Many were held in debt peonage which meant virtuallabor for life to a wealthy land owner. 4
Because of Indian hostilities, New Mexico was garrisoned by a
relatively large number of United States troops-2,466-who
were widely scattered among nine major military posts. 5 After the
surrender of Fort Sumter, Union officials ordered regular soldiers
0028-6206/79/0400-0105$01.90/0
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to proceed east to the battlefront, leaving territorial defense to
volunteer soldiers and militiamen.
This movement east was later delayed, but it soon became apparent that to prevent the Southern Confederacy from overrunning the Southwest the Union army needed the support and goodwill of the Hispanic population, a people who had been citizens of
the United States for less than fifteen years. During the war the
Hispanos provided both manpower and supplies to the Northern
war effort, but initially Union officials voiced conflicting opinions
concerning their loyalty and military efficiency.
In April and May 1861, Governor Abraham Rencher assured
Secretary of State William Seward that everything was quiet and
tranquil in the territory; the people were attached to the Union
and secession had caused little excitement. Moreover, Rencher
stated, New Mexicans were more concerned about being protected
from Indians than being involved in events in the eastern United
States. 6 Henry Connelly, who succeeded Rencher as governor,
continually emphasized his belief that native New Mexicans
would remain loyal. 7 On the other hand, Colonel Edward R. S.
Canby, who assumed command of the Military Department of
New Mexico in June 1861, viewed Hispanos as apathetic and expressed little faith in their military competency. According to
Canby, New Mexicans could not furnish a reliable force to resist
invasion by Confederate troops but they could be used as Indian
fighters or as auxiliary soldiers to support the regular army. Canby's opinion of native New Mexicans declined even further as the
Confederacy mounted its invasion of New Mexico. Prior to the
battle at Valverde, for example, Canby reported that the "Mexican" people had "no affection for the institutions of the United
States" and, indeed, exhibited hatred for Americans. 8
Although Hispanic residents throughout the territory publicly
declared their loyalty to the United States,9 such declarations
.failed to allay fears among some Anglo residents that Hispanos
planned to stage an uprising and overthrow the Anglo power
structure. An officer stationed in Albuquerque reported, for example, that the "Mexican" population planned on June 7, 1861 to
rise and cut the throats of all "white men" in the territory.
Allegedly, this movement was to start simultaneously at Taos in
the north and EI Paso in the south. 10
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Nothing of this sort occurred. But residents of Mesilla in southern New Mexico declared for the Confederacy and in July 1861
welcomed the occupation of that town by Lieutenant Colonel John
R. Baylor and his Texas Mounted Rifles. It should be emphasized,
however, that support in this region for Baylor and the Confederacy came largely from the Anglo community, although a
small number of Hispanos joined Baylor's army and two were appointed officers in his newly created Confederate Territory of
Arizona. I I
Prior to the invasion of New Mexico by the Texas rebels, Colonel
Canby initiated plans to raise two regiments of volunteers among
the territory's citizenry, but recruitment progressed so slowly that
Canby told his superiors that the people of New Mexico had
greater concern for private and petty interests than in defending
the territory. 12 To stimulate enlistments, the Colonel sent influential Hispanos to recruit in rural villages and allowed families of
virtually destitute enlistees to purchase rations from the commissary.13 Special concessions had to be made for Hispanic
families because, as one recruiter stated, "[the men] will not enlist
readily unless they know that their families are cared for,"14
Although some individuals, such as Ceran St. Vrain, attributed
the difficulty in recruiting to Texas agents, probably the greatest
single handicap in the early months was lack of funds to pay recruits. IS An Albuquerque recruiter stated that no one in his town
would enlist unless the government showed good faith by paying
those who had already completed three-month enlistments. In
November 1861 Canby complained that lack of funds had almost
put an end to raising volunteers. 16
Yet despite initial hesitancy, approximately 2,800 residentsmost of them Hispanos-had enlisted in the New Mexico volunteers by February 1862. 17 Undoubtedly these men joined the army
for mixed reasons, but for many the chief attraction was the prospect of soldier's pay and bounties. During most of the war privates
were paid thirteen dollars a month, and men enlisting for three
years were given a bounty of one hundred dollars, one quarter of
which was paid in advance. The local press as well as recruiting
agents continually stressed the fact that laborers received better
pay in the volunteers than they could by working for wages. IS The
pay scale, in fact, appeared so attractive to civilian teamsters that
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they threatened to leave employment with the quartermaster's
department to join the volunteers. 19
Furthermore, military service was one way to escape peonage.
Soon after taking command, Canby issued a circular stating that
enlisted men could not be discharged because of past indebtedness
and that petitions to reclaim peons had to be filed with United
States District courts. The Santa Fe New Mexican subsequently
reported that large numbers of peons had "extricated themselves
from their thraldom as servants by going into the United States
Volunteer regiments."2o But the question of peonage plagued
military officers throughout the war years. The institution was
protected by territorial law, and Canby's orders were on occasion
ignored by county judges who arrested soldiers for debt under the
peonage act. 21 Although the flow of peons into the volunteers continued, the military apparently grew tired of legal harassment and
one of Canby's officers issued a cryptic command in September
1863 that "no peon will be enlisted without the consent of his
master." By the close of the Civil War, disgruntled citizens alternately charged that military officers aided masters in, and prevented them from, reclaiming peons. 22
Patriotism undoubtedly motivated many Hispanos to fight for
the Union cause. Early New Mexican historians, such as Ralph
Emerson Twitchell and L. Bradford Prince, believed that the large
numbers of Hispanos volunteering for service testified to their
patriotic sentiment. Personal testimonies of New Mexico volunteers are few, but among those who recorded their reasons for
enlisting was Captain Rafael Chacon, who, in typical patriotic
rhetoric, stated that he took up arms "filled with the most sincere
patriotism . . . in defense of the just cause of Union and
Freedom."23
For the masses, however, hatred for Texans cemented loyalties
to the federal government. The Texan "invasion" of New Mexico
territory in 1841 bequeathed a legacy of bitterness and hatred.
Thereafter Tejano became a detested word, and mothers in New
Mexico disciplined children with the threat "if you are not good,
I'll give you to the Tejanos, who are coming back."24 Governor
Connelly and Hispanic politicians capitalized on this hatred to encourage support for the war effort. In his proclamation ordering
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the organization of the militia, Connelly warned the people that
the territory had again been invaded by Texans and that their
"manhood" called upon them to defend their homes, their families, and the soil of their birth. In later years, native New Mexicans referred to this most bitter of all American wars as "the War
with the Texans. "25
The majority of Hispanos who joined the volunteers had no previous formal military training, although undoubtedly a large
number had defended communities against Indian attacks or accompanied volunteer units on Indian campaigns. 26 Officers came
from the rico class; enlisted men occupied a more humble status.
Upon enlisting, they most frequently listed their occupation as
"laborer," but others classified themselves as herders, farmers,
shoemakers, teamsters, carpenters, silversmiths, tailors, and even
musicians. Most Hispanos listed their birthplace as New Mexico,
but a surprisingly large number were born in the nearby Mexican
states of Chihuahua and Sonora. Generally the volunteers ranged
in age from eighteen to forty-five; the majority were in their early
twenties, although Eugenio Benevides of La Jolla enlisted at age
twelve and was honorably discharged at the ripe old age of fifteen.
His height of four feet seven inches apparently was overlooked
because frequently "able-bodied men of Mexican birth" were rejected by recruiters because they were under the regulation five
feet three inches. 27
As soldiers, native New Mexicans experienced a multitude of
frustrations after joining the volunteers. First, English was the
language of the military and although care was taken to appoint
Spanish-speaking officers to Hispanic units, confusion was inevitable in a force that was not totally bilingual. 28 Second, ethnic
jealousies surfaced; Hispanic officers resented the chauvinism of
their Anglo counterparts.' One Anglo captain recommended two
Hispanos for promotion by stating that "they are without any exception the two best and cleanest Mexican soldiers I ever seen."29
Canby and other high-ranking officers, however, made sure that
large numbers of Hispanos received appointments as officers and
promotions i~ military rank, but their solicitude resulted primarily from a desire to increase enlistments among the Hispanic
population. 3o
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Potential frustrations centered on the care and disposition of
enlisted men's families. Although some received rations at cost,
others had difficulty securing government subsistence. In addition, families of militiamen from the small village of Alamosabelow Fort Craig and in the line of the Texas advance-were
relocated north of the fort and forced to subsist on the generosity
of neighboring villagers. And in at least one case, the laundresswife of a Hispanic soldier was ordered off her husband's post since
the couple lacked proof of marriage. 31
One major source of dissatisfaction crippling morale prior to
the battle of Valverde concerned plans to transform cavalry units
into foot soldiers. Cavalry enlistees provided their own horses, and
although the government promised forage and forty cents per day
for the "use and risk" of their animals, a number of Hispanic officers protested that the government had failed to provide forage.
They feared that the army would purchase the horses at below
cost when their units were transformed into infantry, and they
warned that desertions would be numerous if this policy were
carried out. 32
Canby's inability to pay the volunteers on a regular basis caused
the most damaging blow to military discipline and morale. In
January 1862 news that the paymaster had been detained at Fort
Leavenworth and would not arrive in the territory until spring
caused two companies of Hispanic volunteers to revolt near
Socorro and one militia company to refuse guard duty at Fort
Union. Although the revolts were speedily suppressed, at least
thirty of the Socorro mutineers deserted and fled to the mountains. 33
Additional frustrations undoubtedly resulted from poor training
and inferior equipment furnished the volunteers. Upon enlistment,
companies of the first regiment assembled for instruction at Fort
Union, but instead of drilling, the men were employed day and
night on fortifications or were detailed to repair roads between
that post and nearby towns. 34 Although Canby reported in
December 1861 that the volunteers were improving in discipline
and instruction, he admitted that they were imperfectly equipped
and armed with inferior weapons. To save the expense of ammunition, the chief ordnance officer recommended that "Mexican"
volunteers be armed with lances. 35
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Want of money, munitions, and supplies of all kinds crippled
Canby's efforts to organize the volunteers, but conditions in the
territory became even more critical with the arrival of General
Henry Hopkins Sibley in mid-December 1861 at the head of three
regiments of Texas-Confederate soldiers. Rebel movement into the
interior of New Mexico toward Fort Craig, one hundred miles
south of Albuquerque, rekindled efforts by Canby and civil
authorities to recruit volunteers, organize the militia, and collect
supplies from the surrounding countryside. Captains of local
militia units contracted sizeable debts to outfit and care for their
men. Captain Juan de Jesus Martines expended nearly six hundred
dollars, for example, on food, lodging, fuel, equipment, and
transportation for his company, while a second captain paid out
over one hundred dollars for camp equipage (tin cups, plates, mess
pans, etc.), $182 for subsistence, plus additional amounts for fuel
and forage. 36
To insure adequate supplies, citizens were ordered to place their
riding animals, arms, and ammunition at the disposal of militia
officers who also were authorized to purchase or take by force
provisions to subsist their men. People living near Belen, however,
disliked the confiscation procedures of the militia. They complained that militia officers went into many poor peoples' homes
and took their last "mouthful of flour" while wealthy residents
were bypassed. The regular Union army also issued orders to seize
supplies if local New Mexicans refused to sell. In this way, the
army could establish its own price scale as the following instructions issued at. Fort Craig illustrate: "If the people of Paraja have
corn for sale, they must supply your camp, and if they refuse to do
so or ask more than three dollars a fanega, you are directed to take
the corn, giving receipts for the amounts."37
Thereafter, scores of New Mexico residents furnished food and
other supplies to the militia companies converging on Fort Craig
in the early months of 1862. Typical of claims later submitted
against the government was one sent in by Jesus Maria Pacheco of
Taos County who stated that in January and February of 1862 he
provided a militia company with one hundred twenty pounds of
buffalo meat, two sacks of flour, ten pounds of sugar, ten pounds
of coffee, two fanegas of corn, some candles, and one rifle,
amounting to one hundred fifty-two dollars in value. 38
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As the Confederates advanced up the Rio Grande, Canby's
greatest trouble continued to be lack of funds to finance military
operations. New Mexico residents were suspicious of governmentissued certificates of indebtedness and demanded gold and silver
for military purchases. 39 Canby made one unsuccessful attempt to
borrow money for the government in the fall 1861; a later attempt
partially succeeded but only after Canby and his officers promised
high interest rates for all loans. The details surrounding these
loans are unclear, but it is evident that Canby requested citizens to
furnish monthly installments of specie for use by the Union government. In November, Ferdinand Maxwell, Ceran St. Vrain, and
other residents of Taos reported their inability to comply with this
request. Apparently, the only citizens who turned money over to
the quartermaster at this time were Romaldo Baca and Miguel
Romero, each of whom furnished three hundred dollars, and Francisco Lopez and Trinidad Romero, who each furnished one hundred dollars. 40 But in the critical days following defeat at
Valverde, Assistant Quartermaster John C. McFerran succeeded
in borrowing from the richer Hispanos nineteen thousand dollars
in specie, a sum greatly needed by Canby to purchase supplies for
men in the field. 41
As Sibley's men approached Fort Craig in mid-February, Canby
believed that the fort could be held. He urged Governor Connelly
to leave Santa Fe and join him to aid in rallying the people. Connelly anticipated raising one thousand citizen-soldiers-"the
yeomanry of the country" -en route to Fort Craig, although apparently neither Canby nor Connelly expected to use these hastily
enrolled militia in actual combat. 42 Nonetheless, Union officers
employed brutal techniques in this critical hour-if a Confederate
diarist can be relied upon-to rouse the populace to arms. One
native New Mexican recounted to invading Texans his trials with
federal troops who bayoneted him and forced him to join the
march to Fort Craig. "He told us that there was many a man sick
that they had forced into the service but that no one was allowed
to stop or rest but men forced along by the federals." Manuel Armijo, one of the wealthiest Hispanic merchants in New Mexico
who subsequently aided the Confederate cause, also had been
pressed into the militia and was "compulsorily present in the action at Valverde."43
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Confederate and Union soldiers engaged in the first major battle
in New Mexico at Valverde ford, six miles above Fort Craig, on
February 21, 1862. Sibley's force consisted of about 2,500 men,
while Canby reportedly had 3,810 men under arms. After a day's
fierce battle, the Confederates claimed victory as Union forces
retreated behind the walls of Fort Craig. Canby later attributed
his defeat to "the refusal of one of the volunteer regiments to cross
the river" and assist Captain Alexander McRae's battery which
bore the brunt of a Confederate charge and which was finally
overrun. Volunteers who formed part of McRae's support had
become panic-stricken and in their confused retreat communicated their panic to the regular troops causing some to flee
the battlefield. On February 22, Canby reported that large
numbers of the militia and volunteers had deserted. 44
Canby's critical assessment of the New Mexico volunteers and
militia was supported by members of his staff and others in high
command. One week after the battle of Valverde, for example,
Captain Gurden Chapin, Acting Inspector General, wrote Major
General H. W. Halleck that "the militia have all run away and the
New Mexican volunteers are deserting in large numbers. No
dependence what ever can be placed on the natives; they are worse
than worthless; they are aids to the enemy, who catch them, take
their arms, and tell them to go home." Moreover, Major J. L.
Donaldson, commanding the District of Santa Fe, stated that "No
reliance can be placed on the New Mexican Volunteers or Militia,
and I advise their being disbanded. They have a traditionary fear
of the Texans, and will not face them in the field. "45
Canby's explanation of the Valverde defeat has received more
attention than differing interpretations. Frequently overlooked is
Governor Connelly's report that McRae's battery was overrun
because regular troops failed to charge the enemy as ordered.
When the regulars refused to advance, the volunteers followed
their example and "both retired from the field."46 Nor do secondary sources cite the allegation of Colonel Benjamin S. Roberts
that the misfortunes of the day could have been averted had Major
Thomas Duncan and his regular troopers occupied and held as
ordered a wooded area at the Valverde crossing. 47
The most damaging evidence against the military performance
of the New Mexico volunteers and militia, however, was the large
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number of desertions recorded for these units. Many deserted after
the debacle of Valverde and others did so in subsequent months.
Because a portion of the deserters had fled to the hills where they
survived by brigandage, Canby issued General Orders No. 43 on
May 7, 1862 discharging from the service all deserters from the
New Mexico volunteers and militia and, in addition, offering a
pardon to those who returned home and reported themselves to
the alcaldes of their precincts. 48 By September 8, 852 men had
taken advantage of this amnesty program and were officially pardoned by the military high command. 49
Desertion rates among Union troops elsewhere in the United
States were also appallingly great. A major cause underlying this
problem, according to one authority, "was an utter absence of a
realization of the obligation incurred by enlistment and failure to
impress that obligation on the mind of the soldier by firm discipline," a condition which certainly prevailed in New Mexico. 50
Also contributing to the high number of recorded desertions was
the general confusion which prevailed after the defeat at Valverde.
Because the number of men retreating to Fort Craig "was more
than could be usefully employed," Colonel Canby ordered the
militia to withdraw from the fort, detour around the enemy, and
concentrate at Polvadera-there to form guerrilla parties to harass
the enemy on their march up the river. 51 This movement caused
the militia to melt into the countryside, as many men simply
returned to their homes. On March 11, Governor Connelly reported to Secretary Seward that "the militia have all dispersed,
and have gone to preparing their lands for the coming harvest,"
while the Santa Fe Gazette stated that after the battle Canby simply dismissed most of the militia and they returned to their
homes. 52 Indeed, local tradition notes that after the defeat at
Valverde, "all the volunteers were left to shift for themselves. . .
living on birds and rabbits they killed, and on what they could beg
from farm houses" as they made their way home. 53 It is likely that
many militiamen as well as New Mexico volunteers acted in obedience to orders issued by officers to return to their homes and were
not therefore deserters, as was determined to be true in the case of
Captain S. Barrientes's company. 54
Failing to capture Fort Craig, Sibley's army continued its advance up the Rio Grande and in March met defeat near Santa Fe
at Glorieta Pass. Union troops engaged in this battle consisted
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mainly of Colorado volunteers, although a few New Mexico soldiers also saw action. But the long-neglected hero of this affair was
Lieutenant Colonel Manuel Chavez, an old Indian fighter from a
respected New Mexico family, who led Major John M. Chivington
and a detachment of Colorado soldiers over the mountains to
intercept the enemy. By destroying the Confederate supply
wagons, Chivington's men seriously crippled Sibley's Army of
New Mexico. 55
Stripped of provisions, Sibley retreated to Albuquerque and
eventually decided to evacuate New Mexico. Problems of supply
had continually plagued his command. His men lived off the land
on their drive north and they continued this practice as they
retreated south. Sheep, cattle, hogs, com, beans, chickensnothing was safe from Confederate foragers, not even strings of
red peppers and kegs of molasses. Toribio Romero of Los Lunas
alone suffered losses which he totalled to be over four thousand
dollars when Texans confiscated wheat, com, and other edibles in
addition to tobacco, wine, brandy, and twelve barrels of
whiskey. 56
As Confederate soldiers reentered the Mesilla Valley, many area
residents drove their cattle across the border into Mexico for
safety, but Sibley's confiscations were so extensive on the
American side of the Rio Grande that it was feared there would be
a famine among the people. Enraged by this marauding, Hispanic
residents took up arms, killing members of Confederate foraging
parties and driving off their livestock. 57
The retreating Confederates left behind war-inflamed passions
and the knowledge that some territorial residents-a few Hispanos
and even more Anglos-had aided and supported the hated invaders. On July 14, 1862, a military tribunal meeting in Santa Fe
sentenced Jose Maria Rivas to be shot to death for having served
as a spy for the Confederate forces. 58 Several Hispanos were jailed
by military authorities on similar charges, while others were indicted for treason in United States district courts. 59 Among the latter was Bias Lucero who went into exile in El Paso, Mexico after
the Confederates were driven from the Rio Grande. No less a
figure than General James H. Carleton, Canby's successor, inter. vened on Lucero's behalf, and the case against Lucero subsequently was dropped. 60 Indeed, most indictments for treason
against territorial citizens were either quashed or nolled, although
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a handful of Anglos and Hispanos stood trial for their alleged support for the Confederacy.61
As the tired and dispirited Texas troops left the territory, New
Mexico's fighting strength was augmented by the arrival of 2,300
California volunteers, commanded by General James H. Carleton.
For the remainder of the war, volunteer soldiers from New Mexico
and California spent most of their time fighting Indians and
guarding against a Confederate reinvasion. The impact of the
military establishment on civilians during these years, however,
was intense, frequently unpleasant, and of long duration, since
New Mexico remained under martial law until guns were silenced
on the east coast.
In the southern portion of the territory, army officers played a
major role directing civil affairs. Carleton's men, for example,
issued liquor licenses, ordered residents to repair homes and clean
streets, appointed some precinct officers, and allowed military
commissions to assume duties of civil courtS. 62 Male citizens living
in Hispanic villages near Fort Craig were forced to labor without
pay to strengthen its fortifications. 63
The order most detested by Hispanic residents in southern New
Mexico, however, was issued by Carleton as a result of a threatened Confederate reinvasion. To prevent the enemy from subsisting off the land, Mesilla Valley residents were ordered to sell all
surplus corn at three dollars per fanega-a sum considerably
below contract prices. And Carleton stipulated that all grain
could be taken by force if necessary. Shortly after this order was
implemented, many Hispanic residents abandoned their lands and
migrated into Mexico, apparently taking their surplus grain across
the border. 64
Complaints registered by Hispanic residents against the military
were many, but perhaps they were no louder nor more frequent
than those lodged by Anglo residents. By the close of the war, New
Mexico was divided into two camps; those supporting Carleton,
his military regime, and his Indian program, and those opposed.
Wealthy Hispanos were found in each faction. 65
The most important influence of the Civil War on the lives of
many Hispanos was that it brought economic prosperity and fulltime employment. The army was the largest employer in the territory. Fort Union during the war years registered four hundred
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twenty-five civilian employees while an estimated nine hundred
were employed in the entire Department of New Mexico. 66 A sizeable number of these positions were occupied by Hispanos, who
typically were hired as teamsters, laborers, herders, laundresses,
spies, and guides.
During the crisis of the Texas invasion, Hispanos and Anglos
alike furnished the army with large quantities of corn, wheat,
forage, and other commodities, and because the government purchased at least some of these supplies in open market, even small
Hispanic farmers benefited from federal spending. Hay, for example, was purchased by the burro load in Santa Fe as well as in
larger quantities. 67 Later, military contracts were subject to competitive bidding, but when speculators drove up the price of
staples, the army on occasion reverted to its practice of purchasing in open market, which again benefited the small producer. 68 In
addition, some Hispanos reaped enormous profits by furnishing
transportation and foodstuffs to Navajo Indians held captive by
the army at Bosque Redondo. 69
Certainly then the Civil War had far-reaching influences upon
New Mexico and its people. It brought subtle developments which
went unrecognized during the turmoil of armed conflict and military occupation. Carleton's Indian policies, for example, reinforced New Mexico's traditional political factionalism, and his
energetic Indian campaigns opened new agricultural lands for settlement and development. California soldiers who arrived at the
beginning of the war remained to settle in the territory, invest in
its economy, marry Hispanic women, and thereby hasten Americanization. 70 During this great conflict, economic ties of ricos
with the Union government were strengthened, and fighting on
the winning side undoubtedly bolstered commitment to the American flag. But to the dismay of the ricos, the destruction of
American slavery brought in its wake the legal end to peonage.
And more importantly, the war with the Tejanos served to advertise the West, as soldiers and newspaper correspondents described
to eastern readers possibilities for economic exploitation. The
war's end brought a steady stream of Americanos looking for new
opportunities which forced Hispanos to fight for continued economic and political power. As they pledged to uphold the American constitution and the laws of their adopted country, Hispanos
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experienced during the Civil War years the beginnings of forces
which gradually eroded the foundations of their traditional
society.
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El Rancho de las Golondrinas will once again hold open houses on the
first weekend of each month. For those who wish to take part in living
history the La Cienega museum (Golondrinas) is a special treat.
A journal not known to many New Mexicans but very well done as
well as interesting is the San Luis Valley Historian. For further information contact the San Luis Valley Historical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 982,
Alamosa, Colorado 8 110 I.
Membership of the Historical Society of New Mexico recently elected a
new executive board. Congratulations are due Albert H. Schroeder,
president; John P. Conron, vice-president; Austin Hoover, second vicepresident; Diana Ortega, secretary; and Charles Bennett, treasurer.
Newly elected members to the society's Board of Directors are Octavia
Fellin, Jack Boyer, I Michael Weber, Loraine Lavender, and Stephen Zimmer. After coordinating another successful conference, the society is now
accepting papers for the 1980 meeting. The place and time will be announced. Inquiries should be made to Thomas E. Chavez, c/o HSNM,
P.O. Box 5819, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502. In connection with the
Taos conference, a commemorative poster has been printed in limited
edition. Featuring a heretofore unpublished 1880 photograph by Ben
Whittick, remaining posters are available for five dollars each.
Las Palomas de Taos, more popularly known as The Mabel Dodge Luhan
House, has announced a summer schedule of weekend seminars. Subjects include
the Penitentes, Taos and its artists, Indians of the Southwest, D. H. Lawrence,
and ghost towns of northern New Mexico. Classes will be held on weekends
beginning June 30 and ending September 30, 1979. For further information contact Las Palomas at P.O. Box 3194, Taos, New Mexico 87571.
Also offering courses this summer is the Museum of New Mexico. Administered
by the Education Bureau of the Museum, the summer session will offer classes
that will be held on one day a week over an eight-week period. Further information can be obtained from the museum.
An information packet about the historic architecture of Silver City has been
compiled by the Silver City Museum. For only $1.50, readers can get close
glimpses of a district that is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
After a decade of supporting the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad, the Narrow Gauge Railroad Association (NGRRA) has disbanded. Upon a vote of the
NGRRA board of directors, all its assets were turned over to the Historical Society of New Mexico.
Having been funded for an additional twelve months by the National Educational Association, the position of Museum Coordinator for the State of New
Mexico is currently held by Phillip Nakamura. The Education Division of the
Museum of New Mexico is administering the grant and will continue to function
as a conduit for information passed among museums, historical societies, and
other related organizations in the state. Historical groups wishing to publicize
upcoming activities in the New Mexico Historical Review may forward information to Phillip Nakamura, Museum Coordinator, Education Division, Museum of
New Mexico, P.O. Box 2087, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503.

NEW MEXICO, 1883:
THE MAXWELL GRANT AND THE
CIMARRON COUNTR Y IN THE
LETTERS OF ALBERT VERWEY
TRANSLATED AND WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY
BRENDA M. WOLVEKAMP-BAXTER

ON

DECEMBER 12, 1882, Albert Verwey, a young man with
literary gifts, became a junior clerk with the firm of Dutch stockbrokers Ziegelaar and Van den Bergh of Amsterdam. He possessed
a knowledge of English which was soon to stand him in good stead
- W. F. Ziegelaar, the director of the firm, was also Vice President of the Maxwell Land Grant Company, operating out of Cimarron, New Mexico. A few months after Verwey joined the firm,
the unsatisfactory behavior of the Maxwell Company's president,
Frank R. Sherwin, made it necessary for Ziegelaar, together with
another director, Baron de Constant Rebeque, to visit New Mexico
with the object of persuading Sherwin to resign. With them on this
trip in June 1883 they took Ziegelaar's new clerk, the eighteenyear-old Albert Verwey, who was to act as the delegation's
secretary. I
The poet and critic Albert Verwey was born in Amsterdam on
May 15, 1865. Before he was six, two of his sisters and his natural
mother had died. His father, who was left with three small children, remarried in the summer of 1871, but his second wife died
shortly after giving birth to a daughter the next year. In 1876
Albert's father married for a third time, but he died two years
. later. The second stepmother was serious and conscientious in the
way she brought up the children, but her character made her difficult to get along with. This, then, was the family to whom Albert
Verwey wrote home from New Mexico: An oversensitive and
moody stepmother; a brother, Christoffel (Chris), whose health
0028-6206/79/0400-0125$02.30/0
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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was not good; a sister, Margaretha (Greet); and a half-sister, Anna.
As a child, Verwey was an avid reader. By means of his vivid imagination he was able to "experience" what he read to such an extent that it became for him temporarily more real than life around
him. While still at school (where he learned French, English, and
German) he began to write poems and essays, as well as verse
translations from Byron, Shelley, Coleridge, Racine, and Goethe.
Through his teacher, Verwey came into contact with two former
pupils, Frank van der Goes and Willem Kloos. From the autumn
of 1881 these two encouraged the younger poet, some six years
their junior, who even at the age of sixteen felt poetry to be his
vocation. At the beginning of 1882 Verwey's first published poems
appeared in periodicals, along with his first critical essay, on a
translation of Byron's "Manfred."
Verwey was part of a general upsurge of revival and modernization in the Netherlands in the second half of the nineteenth century. This trend of revival was seen in, among other things,
political developments and social reforms, and also in the arts,
especially in painting and literature. The stimulus for the literary
revival of the 1880s was to a large extent provided by European
literature, especially in the poetry of Keats and Shelley. Beauty of
sound, in fact, was often regarded as an end in itself. Such poetry
was not always well received by the editors of the leading literary
journals of the day. The younger writers in their turn considered
the work of their predecessor dull, its imagery stereotyped and
meaningless, the form of expression ugly. The only solution
seemed to be for them to found a journal of their own, which they
did in 1885. Whereas the leading journal of their predecessors was
called De Gids (The Guide), theirs was to be called De Nieuwe
Gids (The New Guide). It was to include contributions on art and
politics as well as literature. Among the founders of the new journal were the poets Willem Kloos and Albert Verwey.
Not surprisingly, recollections of his impressions of New Mexico
and of his experiences during the visit to New Mexico are to be
found in some of Verwey's poems. Nowhere in his work, however,
does the impact of New Mexico appear so clearly as in his only
works of fiction, the three short stories "Taos," "Leonard en
Juliaan," and "De Prior van het zwarte klooster" (The Prior of the
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Black Monastery), written some twenty years after his visit. In his
letters home Verwey describes reality; in the short stories reality
and dream are interwoven.
In 1885 Verwey resigned from Ziegelaar and Van den Bergh.
Possibly he found the work in connection with the new journal too
demanding of his time. His daughter, Dr. Mea Nijland-Verwey,
thought he may have found the hard world of the stock exchange
and his own poetic ideals to be incompatible. Whatever the main
reason for his resignation, by 1885 Verwey was in a position to
devote all his time to literature.
By about 1890 the Movement of the Eighties had begun to disintegrate as the poets and writers associated with it developed
along their own individual lines. Some, like Kloos, continued in
the purely aesthetic and subjective vain, striving after beauty of
form and sound until the poetry itself became empty and meaningless. Others sought to give their work more depth and content
by making it the expression of an ideology such as socialism.
Verwey was developing his own philosophy of life which was to be
central to his further poetry.
As a child, Verwey had a strict, orthodox Protestant upbringing, but he was never able to accept the traditional Christian
faith. Gradually, however, he became aware of an inner force
which, he felt, was using him through his poetry as its instrument.
This force he variously referred to as "the Idea," "The Master,"
"Life," "the Hidden One," "the Will," but his obedience to it .
(after an initial mental conflict) was complete. His relation to this
force was intensely religious; his belief was that of the oneness of
himself with the universe, which was itself eternal.
The poetical works of Verwey form an important contribution
to the literature of the Netherlands, but he was also a considerable
scholar. Much of his time was devoted to study of Dutch history,
Dutch literary history, philosophy, and also of the work of Dutch
poets and thinkers throughout the ages. This study led to the rehabilitation of some long-neglected Dutch poets and to a greater
appreciation of others. The results of his careful and detailed
analyses of the work of poets abroad include an essay on Shakespeare's sonnets and a translation of them, an essay on Milton and
a translation of some of his works, the translation of Shelley's" A
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Defence of Poetry" and several of his poems. Like Shelley, Verwey
felt that as a poet he had a mission to the world. For this he needed
a platform of his own, a journal through which he could express
his views. This he had in De Beweging (The Movement), a
periodical he founded in 1905 with himself as sole editor.
Verwey's interest in the literature beyond the borders of the
Netherlands brought him into contact with the German poet Stefan George and his circle. The friendship between George and
Verwey, based on their similar attitudes toward poetry and their
admiration for each other's work, was a close one and while it
lasted proved to be fruitful for both of them.
As a critic and also through his leadership as editor of De
Beweging Verwey had some influence on contemporary and later
generations of poets. In his personal dealings with younger poets
he was always ready to advise and encourage them when he recognized real talent. Further opportunity for influence came when
towards the end of 1924 Verwey was appointed Professor of
Dutch Literature at Leiden University. This appointment of one
who had not himself had a university education and whose only
academic degree had been an honorarium conferred on him for
his poetry, was in itself a tribute to his scholarship, his leadership,
and his poetry. During the ten years of his tenure Verwey was able
to share with his students his insight into and his appreciation of
their literary heritage. Albert Verwey, scholar, critic, and above
all thinker and poet, died on March 8, 1937. 2
The excerpts which follow are taken from "America 1883 in the
Letters, Poetry, and Prose of Albert Verwey," which is my translation of a Dutch manuscript compiled and annotated by Albert
Verwey's daughter, Dr. Mea Nijland-Verwey, who died in
December 1978. They are printed here by her kind permission.
1. The definitive description of the Maxwell Land Grant Company's convoluted financial history is Jim Berry Pearson's The Maxwell Land Grant (Norman, Oklahoma, 1961).
2. For Verwey's life, see the three volume biography by Maurits Uyldert, Nit
Het Leven van Albert Verwey, 3 vols. (Amsterdam, 1948-1959).
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CENTROPOLIS HOTEL
J. C. Dunn, Proprieter
Kansas City, [24] July 1883
My Dear John,l
This week I sent Pierre 2 a letter for both of you, but I must also
write to you alone sometimes, I prefer that. When there were just
the two of us talking we always discussed much more than when a
third person was present. I don't remember what I told you in my
last letter; probably I had seen the Niagara Falls. Well, between
ourselves (for it is a mortal sin to admit such a thing) I don't think
Niagara Falls beautiful at all, as the tourists keep bawling. It is
just a couple of impossibly large masses of water which have the
trick of leaping down after a short run and then down below they
show a calm face, just as if they are making' fools of the people
looking at them. A thing like that is mighty interesting, colossal, a
wonder of nature, but not a beauty of nature.
This is about the Waterfall. But it is only natural in a country
where the level of the ground constantly changes and the ground
itself is, moreover, wooded and rocky, that a quantity of swiftly
flowing water gradually wears it away and can make splendid
scenes. That is why the islands in the Niagara River and the surrounding district are extremely beautiful and worth going to see.
The banks of the Hudson, however, are no less beautiful; I even
prefer them.
Chicago is a pleasant City. We drive around for a couple of
hours through an enormous park, South Park, and I must say that
it was delightful. In the evening we went for a sail on the lake near
Chicago, Lake Michigan, for some hours in grand weather. I have
never seen anything so beautiful as the moon rising over that lake.
Yesterday morning (Monday) we left Chicago at 12 0' clock in a
temperature of 101 degrees Fahrenheit. You can't keep white
things clean any more, especially if you have to spend a couple of
days and nights in a railway carriage. So my clothing here is simple: One pair of socks and shoes, one pair of trousers and one blue
flannel shirt with a collar and red silk cord and stitching on the
chest by way of a front, and a tie. That is all; as lightly clad as
possible, then I will stand it all right. There is a little pocket in my
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Above: Albert Verwey in 1883. Below: Albert Verwey with his granddaughter in
1924. Photos courtesy of Brenda M. Wolvekamp-Baxter.
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shirt, stitched with red and my watch chain looks very well with
it. You don't know how smart I look like that. My hair is cut so
short that I don't know whether I have hair or not. I also have a
bronze-colored shirt with blue stitching: That is smart. . . .
Thursday, so the day after tomorrow, I shall be in New Mexico.
I feel it in the air, I see by the sun and the colors that we are going
south. Even now in the railway cars I have laughed and talked
with an ardor only the south can give. I met a girl there, Nellie
Severy3 with her Mama and Papa, a country girl she calls herself.
And I couldn't help thinking then that American country girls
were the most beautiful in all the world. We made a philippina 4 of
half a peach she offered me and of course I very properly lost. As a
forfeit I must write a long poem for her but as compensation she
has promised me a painting, for she paints.
These are some of the little sugar drops that even land on a
railway. [Unfinished]
1. To Jan Verloop, a schoolmate of Verwey's.
2. Pierre Poolmeyer, another schoolmate.
3. According to Verwey's biographer Uyldert, Verwey was quite smitten with
the girl, calling her "the Madonna of the South."
4. A "philippina" or "phiIopina" was a popular game between friends of the
opposite sex to see which of them could eat a given quantity of some product and
be the first to say "philopina!", the loser having to forfeit some small prize. According to Uyldert, the promises were kept, Verwey by writing verses to Nellie
from Cimarron on July 30, Nellie by sending a small painting. Unfortunately, the
poem is missing as are the letters Verwey wrote to describe the incident more
fully.

Cimarron, New Mexico
28 July 1883
My dear William, 1
I must use that English sound, which seems so cordial to me,
because at the moment there is nothing else I need, but nothing I
need so much as "talking with a friend." I know that this is also a
passing mood but I want to indulge in it again as I have always
done. I think it so foolish that I could weep over the childish smallness of ordinary people, while at the same time there is nothing I
would be more loath to do without than the feeling that another
would perhaps call sadness or grief. But I am so very attached to
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my own moods; it gives me so much pleasure to observe them. I
believe that all deep feeling is a pleasure and that when one suffers
under one's feelings one can always both laugh and cry.
You will say that I am obscure, and that I have not told you
anything yet, no actual facts. It is too childish, anyway. Ziegelaar 2
appears to have lost 200 dollars and when I advised him not to
speak about it in his host's house at least until he was sufficiently
sure that he had not hidden it away himself, he spoke of suspecting
me!
It is childish to think about it for long. I told Z. that I would pay
no attention to what he said if he came out with such witticisms. I
know that the barons 3 will laugh at him for his suspicion, but all
the same it has got on my nerves. Perhaps also because I have had
a busy day.
I've written two columns under the title: "A Dutch Poet"4 and
went riding twice, chasing through furrows and rivers like a madman and when I was tired out, too tired to sit down to dinner I
revived my strength by emptying my bottle of brandy before dinner and my bottle of wine at dinner.
We are here in the N. Mexican plain among the mountains, and
staying in a house that is called the "Palace of the West."s Sherwin,6 as president of the M[axwell] L[and] G[rant] C[ompany]
reigns here over 1,200,000 acres of land with three places on the
railway line and also the telegraph line (but only two of them on
the former). His house is furnished half in Persian and half in Mexican style. West of Chicago it is certainly the most magnificent
house in America, with a dining-room, hall, drawing room, library, smoking-room, verandah and masses of other rooms. I am
now sitting in the smoking room in the middle of a very large collection of pipes, tobacco boxes, etc., in Chinese carved wood, finer
than I have ever seen. The wall-paper, carpet and paintings here
are all covered with large flowers and figures, which are still and
dark.
It is a wonder that I, the secretary, am allowed to sit with them
at table where the gentlemen appear in dark suits, even if not
black, and the ladies in gala.
We have two ladies: One daughter of 17, who has come over
.from
Paris, and a wife of 19, whom he abducted a fortnight ago
UJ
~,~
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from her stepfather. 7 She is a magnificent woman with long red
hair, which she wears loose, and a delicate complexion, such as is
only found with women with that color hair. She had just as much
money as he had. Her family is fur'ious of course-I think because
he is actually of very humble origin.
Just imagine the position. We have come to relieve the man of all
his property, most of it stolen from the company, and are received
in his house by such people and regaled with a splendor that is
overwhelming. I have never had a better opportunity for study
than here, where everyone is play-acting.
Meanwhile I am getting along well. I have nothing to do, only
write some poems for some American ladies I met on the journey
-one is awfully rich and just as pretty-and meanwhile my horse,
a small mustang, is in the stable and at my service.
Intermezzo: Ziegelaar has just come in. The money has been
found in a place where I know for certain it wasn't half an hour
ago. One of the servants had stolen it! He will now keep his suspicion of me to himself.
I will write more tomorrow: I am too tired. [Unsigned and, apparently, unsent. On the back of the paper, which is folded in four,
is written in another hand: ''I'll go to Mr Chase perhaps will stop
some hours-you come after if you feel like it-H.M." Manly M.
Chase was general manager of the Maxwell Cattle Company.
H.M. is likely Colonel Hans Mattson, whom the directors had
chosen to replace Sherwin.]
1. Willem Van Hell, another schoolmate.
2. Willem Frederik Ziegelaar, Verwey's employer.
3. Two directors accompanied Ziegelaar-Jan WilIem, Baron de Constant
Rebeque, and Philip Julius Hendrik, Baron van Zuylen van Nijevelt.
4. The article on Hemkes entitled "Een Hollandsch Dichter," written on July
28, was published in the Amsterdammer Weekblad on September 16, 1883. The
opening lines are as follows:
"If for a long time we are alone in a beautiful country, constantly enjoying
things and happy, but without being able to speak of that pleasure to others who
would appreciate it as we do, a strange feeling often comes over us, delicate, yet
deep as the blue over the mountains: Delicate as a woman's smile and deep as the
grief that cannot weep. Then this pleasure seems to become a burden to us, which
we would nevertheless not throwaway.

A feeling of sadness and longing
That is not akin to pain,
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And resembles sorrow only
As the mist resembles the rain.
And, like Longfellow, we ask for the song of a 'humble poet'
Whose songs gushed from his heart,
As showers from the clouds of summer
Or tears from the eyelids start.
This was also my experience when, sitting on the varandah of my host's house I
saw the mountains of New Mexico looming up in the distance so very far away.
Here and there over the plain lay the small huts of the Mexicans. From time to
time the carelessly dressed beauties galloped by in their colorful attire on small
swift horses, and some distance away a boy with pistols in his belt and his tie
flapping loose rode behind a herd of cattle, and on all this shone the sun from a
southern blue sky."
5. This was the Cimarron house built by Lucien Maxwell.
6. Frank R. Sherwin, speculator on Wall Street and the London exchange
who, upon hearing of the Maxwell Company's difficulties in 1877, purchased
large amounts of company stock at low prices and with the Dutch investors
reorganized the company with himself as president. Pearson, Maxwell, pp.
76-77.
7. So little is known of Sherwin's life outside of the Maxwell that neither his
daughter nor his "child bride" is easily identified-but what a fascinating and
intriguing story!

Maxwell House, Cimarron,
New Mexico
2nd August 1883
Dear Mum, brother, and little sisters,
It is a long time since I wrote my last letter, from Chicago, if I
am not mistaken. I have now been in Cimarron for a week, where
we are the guests of Mr. Frank R. Sherwin, President of the Maxwell Land Grant Company. I have had to do a lot of copying here
and besides that was so depressed by the enormous number of
scenes I saw on the journey that I saw no chance of describing
anything.
I have also been waiting all the week for letters from you and
my friends. Since the three letters in New York I have received
nothing and that is now more than three weeks ago: One letter for
each week-that definitely leaves me hungry. But it is also true
that an answer to my letters from America cannot be here before
about 8th August.
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The fact that I am now complaining so much is due to the rain,
which takes delight today in showing off its "long-windedness."
I had better tell you how I am, but then you must soon write and
tell me how you all are in Holland and if they still make better butter there than I am getting here.
As I said, we are staying with Mr. Sherwin. He sent his son l and
a black servant to fetch us from the station at Springer with a carriage and four horses. After driving for three hours we arrived at
Cimarron. On the journey we had an opportunity of seeing some
of the country-all meadows for hours and mountains all around
us, inhabited by the dangerous grizzly bear and also some other
bears, a large number of rattlesnakes, which we kill with walking
sticks, a kind of cat that has the habit of biting people in the leg so
that they die within 24 hours, and very sweet little antelopes,
which nearly jump over my feet when I am walking. Miss Sherwin
takes one with her on a blue silk ribbon when she goes out.
As far as these dangerous creatures are concerned, however, I
can tell you for your peace of mind, that no inhabitant of Cimarron has been at all troubled by them yet, because they stay higher
up in the mountains than a respectable person usually climbs.
In the mountains I even saw a man lying asleep under his
wagon-sure proof that one need not be afraid, even if one walks
in the mountains for an hour in the dark, as I did yesterday. I have
seen magnificent mountain scenes. If one has never been in a
mountainous country before one is amazed. It is all so different.
The clouds look quite close and yesterday I saw some of the peaks
through a cloud which was in front of them. Sometimes one can
no longer distinguish the rocks from the clouds resting on them.
In Cimarron there is hardly anything to be had. It is a place
where the Company has some houses, which are very scattered;
there are a few shops, ironmongers' and general stores, and some
distance away there are the huts of the Mexicans, the original
owners. These are built of a kind of clay and have a low wooden
door (only one room) and a clay pan without a bottom as a
chimney. The piglets and the chickens run all over the floor and
live under the ground.
But although there is nothing to be had in Cimarron, there is no
sign of this in Frank R. Sherwin's house. It is a very large house,

Artist's conception of old Maxwell mansion, Cimarron, ca. 1880, by Manville
Chapman. Courtesy of Old Mill Museum, Cimarron, New Mexico.
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actually three houses linked by courtyards (green and with fountains). The front part of the house has a hall (front hall) where the
most fantastic furniture is to be seen: Valuable paintings, floor and
ceiling mosaics, Indian and Mexican ornaments, together with a
stuffed tiger in one corner and a Dutch grandfather clock in the
other. To the left of this there is the drawing-room with the most
magnificent modern sofas and a grand piano and the most priceless antique ornaments of Chinese and Persian pottery and cloth.
To the right there is a dining-room of the same dimensions (oblong) as the drawing-room, with no other furniture than a long
table, chairs with soft leather seats and a sideboard with a silver
tankard and beaker on it and in three corners, mirror-fronted cupboards. Adjacent to the dining-room is the kitchen and next to the
drawing-room the library and the smoking-room, all of them just
as fantastically decorated. Leaving the hall you come to the first
house at the back, where we have our rooms upstairs (I have a very
nice room here, fairly large, with a bed, washstand and dressing
table, which at the same time does duty as a writing desk) and the
family and a companion (a Frenchwoman)2 live downstairs. The
second house at the back contains laundries, mangling rooms,
bathrooms, etc.
Now the family: When we came here, or rather on the way here,
we learned that Mr. Sherwin not only had a daughter and .a son,
which we knew, but that on 4th July he had married for the second time. That surprise was even greater at dinner (which is excellent here-they do not eat much, three times a day, but it is
excellent: Dinner at 8 or 9 in the evening, when the ladies are in
gala and the gentlemen about half and half, but all of them in dark
suits: de Constant in tails! It is a good thing I have my blue suit
with me. At dinner everything is silver except the plates, which are
antique china and the food, which is game or other meat and vegetables and fruit and hock and champagne, and the people, who of
course are people, waited on by two black maids and a black boy.
What a long parenthesis!) That surprise, then, was even greater at
dinner when Mrs. Sherwin turned out to be an extremely beautiful
girl of 19, and the surprise grew very great and deep when we
learned that Mr. Sherwin had abducted his wife from her stepfather's house and had then ~arried her in Washington.
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Everything is exceptional in this country! She is just as rich as he
is into the bargain, and that wealth is colossal. If you saw the
clothes of Mrs. and Miss Sherwin you would be amazed: Pearl
necklaces and diamond brooches and twice a day a different
dress-most delightful.
It is otherwise not like Mr. Sherwin to allow a secretary to sit
down to table with him, but as soon as we arrived Mr. Ziegelaar
introduced me to him just as seriously as the other gentlemen and
that perhaps made him invite me to join him and introduce me to
his family just as seriously. De Constant's attitude towards me also
helps: He always enjoys talking to me as confidentially as possible.
Now, de Constant always speaks very softly and anyone who
doesn't know him thinks that something very important is being
discussed (which is sometimes the case) and that importance then
attaches to me, too, do you understand? I do not talk much to the
others, however; to Mrs. Sherwin, not a word and to the daughter,
when I feel like it, and Mr. Sherwin when necessary. At table I
never speak at all, and if I say anything it is to de Constant in
Dutch. On the other hand I behave at table freely enough for them
not to think that I am too shy to talk or too full of my own insignificance (an art one begins to learn when travelling). They see
from my face I hope that I would not want to dine with the Sherwins even if they paid me for it. Mr. S. regards himself as Emperor
in the Maxwell and behaves accordingly, to de Constant's great
annoyance.
Last week I started horse-riding. I did it so enthusiastically right
from the beginning that for two days I could hardly move for the
pairi in all my limbs and the most uncomfortable places were
saddle-sore. Now I am better, however, and tomorrow I am going
riding again. There are enough horses in the stables!
As de Constant is such a lover of hunting (and of painting-he
has already done a dozen paintings in America) we shall probably
organize a bear hunt next week with the huntsmen of the district.
For riding and hunting, we always have to approach Mr. Frank,
the son, a boy of 18, 6 foot tall, fair, with sideboards on each
cheek and a moustache under his nose. He rides a carriage and
four through the mountains in the middle of the night without losing his way. He sits on a horse for 10 hours without getting tired
and sleeps when it suits him best, sometimes on his horse.
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In striking constrast to this, the ladies, as a result of the recent
startling events and incidentally probably also because they so intensely dislike our legation, both have a habit of fainting at least
twice a day. That is a fact!
Now I am talking about various people like this I must also mention Look the black servant. He has always accompanied Mr. S. on
his journeys across Europe and the family have a fund of anecdotes about him.
When Mr. S. was in Paris with him he asked Look how he liked
Paris. Look then assumed a serious expression and said: "Well, Sir,
all gentlemen like Paris best!"
In the same city it was his custom to put on Mr. S's fur coat and
a smart hat and go for a walk along the boulevardes, with the
result that everywhere it was whispered: Have you seen the black
prince yet? That went on until Mr. S. met him one fine morning
and burst out laughing.
When Look talks about the Maxwell and about Mr. S. he always
says"our possessions" and "we."
When travelling, if the secretary behaved more freely than was
in accordance with his own ideas, he would always say: Mr. Phillips: you really disgrace us.
When Mr. S. is not there he goes and sits in an easy chair on the
verandah, stretches out his legs, lights a cigar and looks out over
the plain as if to say: I have certainly got the most beautiful property in the world!
He calls the family: "My family" and if they are staying out
riding rather late he is as anxious as if his children are lost. I
believe he is honest enough, but for the rest we constantly have to
keep an eye on our things. The first day the key to Mr. Ziegelaar's
suitcase was missing. After a long search, (a day and a half) the
chamber maid brought back half of it and received a dollar for
finding it. But the case could not be opened with that half. A day
later Mr. Z. wanted something out of it and I went upstairs with
Look and broke the lock. For safety I took the purse from his handkerchief box-a handkerchief lay on top of it-l SO gold dollars
were missing from the purse and no handkerchief had been on top
of it before. So it must have been stolen by someone in the house.
Mr. Z. made a lot of fuss. I saw a couple of maids whispering
together and half an hour later the 1SO-dollars lay neatly counted

Elizabethtown, N.M. Maxwell Land Grant Collection. Courtesy of Special Collections, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico.
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out beside the case. Mr. Sherwin said that no host south of the
Missouri was responsible for his maids. They steal like ravens.
They are always laughing and are always lazy. This morning I
was faced with the amusing situation that they had not brought
me any towels, so, as I saw no sign of a maid, I had to wait until
someone came before I could wash.
The two towels you gave me I had wrapped around Mr. Z's
brandy bottle in my trunk and when I opened it all the brandy
from the bottle was in my towels, together with the ink from a
smaller bottle. Fortunately they had completely protected all my
clothes and books.
You have no idea how they treat things on the American railways. The iron band has been broken off my trunk, a small case of
Mr. Z's is smashed.
I see that my writing is getting less and less clear, but today I
have already done, or rather written, 10 long pages of manuscript
and I have written all this letter in one breath.
Your
ALBERT
1. Frank R. Sherwin, Jr.
2. The companion/chaparone of Sherwin's daughter.

Cimarron, New Mexico, 16 August 1883
Dear lad,l
Yesterday I received my first, my very first letters in Cimarron:
From you, Margreet and Anne, but not a single line from Mum.
You have to have waited for news from home for more than a
month to understand how pleased I was with the letters I received
and how disappointed I was about the one that was missing. If she
had only written me a couple of lines at the bottom of one of the
other letters, but never mind-I'll hope for one next time. If I get
replies to all the letters I have written home since I arrived in New
York I shall have no cause for complaint. No traveller has ever
been such.an industrious letter writer.
But do you see the date on which I am writing? 16th August. 2
That is why I am addressing my letter to you. I fill my pipe with
Dutch tobacco from Becker, corner of Prinsengracht and Lilie-
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straat and then imagine I am sitting at home. In the little clouds of
light blue smoke all kinds of pleasant memories rise: Light blue
memories of a brother who eats his breakfast standing up, a tall
brother with a grey jacket and with a parcel under his arm as he
rushes down the stairs and marches off to the shop. Small fair
memories of a sister on a high, straight-backed chair, with knitting
that just will not grow of its own accord, as all respectable people
and knitting should. When my pipe has gone out I shall put all
those memories and all that knitting in a corner ready for the next
time.
Memories are good when one is old. While one is still young life
itself is better. So I shall tell you about another week in my life.
Because the gentlemen were going away for about ten days I went
to stay in the hotel. It is a nice hotel, where I like it so much that I
think I shall stay here even now they are back. Until now I have
had nothing to do but now there will be some work for me. Last
week I went on a three-day trip to Elizabethtown, where the gold
mines are. I have never seen such magnificent mountain-passes
than those I went through with my travelling companion (in a carriage and pair). There were mountains of all shapes and covered
with all kinds of trees, sometimes withered woods of fir and pine
on either side, and then sometimes on one side and sometimes on
the other, the mountain stream jogged along, jolting and stumbling over the rocks, or dashed down flying and foaming into the
depths under the trees, so that only its roar could be heard. And
then everywhere there were twenty or thirty different kinds of gaycolored flowers. Sometimes we even drove through lanes and
fields of tall sunflowers, which looked in over the top of the carriage. The ground is as thickly covered with sunflowers here as a
field of daisies can be at home and sometimes for as far as the eye
can see.
Sometimes we came out of the canyon into a wider strip-a park
with trees around the water, where a herd of cattle grazed among
the tree-trunks. The road wound constantly up and down, more
than once passing through the water so that the horses went in up
to their bellies. If occasionally you were almost thrown over the
horses' head and had difficulty in holding on, you had to bear in
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mind that this sort of thing was one of the peculiarities of travel in
Mexico. 3 On the way out we came upon a rattlesnake about three
feet long. My companion shot it in the neck and then I picked it up
with a long knife that I always carry with my revolver here and
hung it on a tree. One night we were in a mining place with three
or four wooden houses, where there was a bed to spare, in a room
in which a miner was already sleeping. We had that bed for the
two of us. We also had an evening meal and breakfast, and for all
that we each paid $1.50=j3.75, which is fairly reasonable here.
The next day we had just as magnificent a journey through another canyon and then arrived at the little town where for $2. =
j5.-each we found accommodation in the hotel. The next day
we went through to Cimarron in one day, where the hotel-keeper
thought I was lost. . . .
When I come back I expect to be well set up for clothes. If Mum
only knew how thrifty I am! In Chicago I bought a kind of flannel
shirt with a collar and a kind of trimming on the front and around
the arms, which I am wearing, and when I have a waistcoat and
jacket over it I put a tie under the collar, which then, over the
waistcoat, acts as a front. In this way all my fronts stay nice. I
have also bought two pairs of cuffs, which I wash every other day
in clean water, and so can use them for months like this. So I don't
wear my cuffs either, Mum! On account of the heat I left off my
long vests and tricot undervests long ago, like any respectable
Mexican. I have not lost anything yet, except one or two handkerchiefs. I haven't once had a hole in my socks and my grey and my
brown suits are both very nice still and I wear them in turn. I have
bought a grey hat with tremendous brim and a double gold cord
with red silk tassels. It looks very smart. You needn't be worried
about anything, Mum, for everything is excellent, except the fact
that you haven't written to me yet. But before you get this I shall
probably have heard from you, shalln't I? . . .
Well, Chris, it's your birthday today. Next year we shall
celebrate it together, I hope. Now we can only imagine we are
together. You are well, aren't you? Take care of yourself, won't
you? Is Jan Verloop well, and does he ever speak of me? Do many
people ask after me? They only do so because they find it so odd to
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be able to ask after someone who is in Mexico! I hope all is well
and happy at home. Goodbye, all the best. Goodbye, Mum, goodbye Greet, goodbye Anne. Kisses for all of you.
ALBERT
1. To Albert's brother Chris.
2. Chris's birthday.
3. Albert was not the first nor the last to confuse the country he was in. The
following segment on a trip to Elizabethtown and his new style of dress indicate
that Albert was certainly into the "Wild West," however.

Cimarron, New Mexico 23 August 1883
To my dear Amsterdam Mum and family,
This evening I am very, very happy, Mum! So very happy because I have received a letter from you-a letter of four pages and
some in the margin, too, while only a short time ago I was afraid
you were not going to write to me at all. It was very egoistic of me
not to be satisfied with three letters in one envelope and to want
yet another, but you don't know how anxious I was here when I
didn't hear from each one of you. Formerly I did not believe I
could be so anxious about one person. . . .
But you must not be at all worried about accidents in America,
for they are so very rare. Do you know that for years there has
been a railway in New York which runs on poles above the town
and looks very dangerous but in all those years there has never
been a single accident on it. In Holland people always talk about
the terrible carelessness on the American railways, but I can tell
you that I have seldom seen such careful driving with such small
trains.
So don't be afraid, Mum, for there's no point in that. When I
come back in October you can be afraid as you like of accidents in
America, but not while I am here.
You will hear today's great news soon enough from the newspapers. At 1 o'clock last night at a Directors' meeting Sherwin
resigned as Chairman after first approving all that had been done
by the Dutch directors. 1 This morning he also resigned as director.
He was terribly in debt and the other directors literally bought
him out after stormy scenes. 2 It is a solution that exceeds all our
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expectations. Mr. Z. had definitely decided to fight a duel with
him if it wasn't settled that evening, just to get him out of the Maxwell so he could not do any more harm. When Mr. Z. told me his
decision I first laughed at him and then showed him the foolishness of it. Now I am glad it has finished like this. But I don't think
for a moment that S. would have gotten out if he hadn't needed the
money.
What a business, you will say! So let me put it all to one
side. . . .
What must seem funny to Englishmen and Americans is the
Dutch way of eating. In the morning only a piece of bread, at 12
0' clock, bread and not until 5 o'clock meat and a hot meal. An
English meal consists of meat, fried potatoes, bread, and sometimes vegetables and tea or coffee. Also barley or rice and fruit.
Dinner is more substantial: More meat and a more elaborate
dessert, and supper. I have breakfast at 6:30, dinner at 12, and
supper at 6. Supper is meat with potatoes and some other dish and
a pie. A pie is a very common dish here. You put some flour in a
flat dish, a sort of pan, and on top of that fruit, currants, raspberries, cherries or dried apples or prunes and on top of that some
butter. This is baked a bit but remains light on both sides and then
you have a tasty and refreshing dish.
I am now staying in the hotel, where I have a good room for
$4. =110.- a week but often make my own bed and will presently
take my jug and go and get some water from the well to soak
myself. At present I eat for $6. =115.- a week in a nice house on
the corner, at Mrs. Johns'. She is a widow, a very nice person, with
a small daughter and a large dog. The food there is much better
than at Maxwell House, which makes me the envy of Messrs. Z.
and de C. and van Zuylen,3 who do not get enough to eat because
the cook at the House cannot cook. I have put on fifteen pounds
since I was at Wageningen last year and every day Mr. Z. puts a
pin in his trousers farther over because he is getting so thin. If he
gets a chance he escapes to Mrs. Johns' and drinks as much milk as
he can get, to the great relief of . . . Mrs. Johns' cows of course!
Tomorrow the gentlemen are off on a second trip and I must
stay here again. I find my own amusement everywhere, though.
Today I woke half Holland up by telegram. . . .
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Behave yourself Chris! Greetings to the family. All the best,
Mum, for all of you, which includes your loving
ALBERT
1. Actual minutes show that Sherwin resigned first as Chairman of the Board,
Ziegelaar as Vice President assuming the post. Then the rest of the Dutch directors' coup was accomplished, with Sherwin not voting. Pearson, Maxwell, p.
100.
2. This is quite a contrast from Albert's awestruck first impression of Sherwin's opulence and apparent wealth as he first surveyed the Maxwell House,
above.
3. Philip Julius Hendrick, Baron van Zuylen van Nijevelt. His family had a
financial interest in the Maxwell, so Van Zuylen apparently went along to survey
the prospects. Apparently New Mexico appealed to him, because he stayed on to
manage various of the Maxwell's mining ventures, especially the Baldy mines
from about 1894 into the first decade of the twentieth century.

To Mrs. J. Verwey,
Nassaukade 74,
Amsterdam,
Holland

The Windsor [Hotel]
T. J. Hankla Bro. Proprieters
Topeka, Kan[sas]
18 September 1883

Dear Mum,
I did not get your letter until late, at least five days after it arrived at Cimarron, but now I have it and have read it. I am glad
about the cheerful tone that predominates in all the letters from
Nassaukade. I was so late getting it because of a trip to Elizabethtown, in the course of which I spent five days on horseback in the
mountains. l The scenes I saw then are unforgettable. From the
highest peak there, that is 12,000 feet Up,2 you can see for 1SO
miles (English miles [a mile in much of Europe equals ten
kilometers]) over mountains and plains, in all sorts of strange
shadows. That is an exhibition you only need to see once to say
that it is great.
And what do you think we are doing now? Well, if you take the
map and look up Topeka you will realize that we are on the way
home. Last night after 36 hours in the train we arrived here at
2:30 in the morning. If we go on like this it will not be so very long
before I get home, then the little group at home will be complete
again. 3 But you must not think that I have been spoiled on the
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journey. In N.M. I went camping with nothing but bread and
meat that you had to cook yourself over the fire, and slept on the
ground. And in the hotels in the smaller places and often also in
the larger ones it is misery. Oh, I have longed so many times for
Dutch cooking. When I taste Dutch food again I shall shout for joy
just as loudly as Anna about the Exhibition. 4 That little tot must
have crawled through the Exhibition like a mouse through a pile
of sawdust; she has had all the little grains between her teeth. I
think I shall be in time to have my share of it too, then we'll all
go. . . .
Today, the 18th, Col. Mattson's daughter was married in Minneapolis; (you know, Col. Mattson is the new General Manager of
the Maxwell) and he has now asked by telegram if we won't call
on him on the way back. So the return journey may be very pleasant. I have too little time and paper to write much because I also
want to send something to Grandpa Verwey and V. Hell. So, I
send my love to you all, hoping to see you again soon in Holland,
and remain
Your loving
ALBERT
This silly hotel penl
1. This is evidently a second trip to Elizabethtown, since Verwey made the
first trip by carriage.
2. Mt. Baldy, now Santa Fe Baldy, elevation 12,623 feet.
3. Verwey arrived home in early October, although Ziegelaar remained in the
United States for another month to continue negotiations regarding the Maxwell
Company. Pearson, Maxwell, p. 101.
4. This refers to the World Exhibition, which opened in Amsterdam on May 1,
1883.
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

The New Mexico Historical Review, last of the real bargains among professional journals, will continue to be an unparalleled value into the
future. However, because of the intractable pressure of inflation, the
Review will be a bargain at eight dollars per year instead of six, beginning July 1, 1979. This allows for an unprecedented opportunity: Subscribers who extend their present subscriptions, or begin new ones,
before July 1 will still fall under the old rate, so start those cards and letters coming! (This offer cannot, alas, apply to members of the Historical
Society of New Mexico, whose discounted subscriptions must accompany their society membership fees at the beginning of each new
yeaL) Here are those figures again:
Before July 1: regular subscriptions and renewals, $6.00
After July 1: regular subscriptions and renewals, $8.00
Back issue prices will go up as well, from $2.00 and $3.50 to $2.50 and
$4.00, so if you have been postponing placing an order, delay no longer!
For further information on the availability and prices of back issues,
please contact the Review office, Mesa Vista 10 13, University of New
Mexico, Albuquerque, 87131, telephone (505) 277-5839.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE
Subscriber's Name
_
Old Address
_
New Address
_
Effective:
_
PLEASE HELP YOUR POST OFFICE AND THE NMHR TO GIVE
YOU THE BEST POSSIBLE SERVICE THROUGH ANY MOVE. SEND
THIS TO NMHR SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER, MESA VISTA 1013,
THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO, ALBUQUERQUE, 87131.

Book Reviews
HISPANIC FOLKTALES FROM NEW MEXICO: NARRATIVES FROM THE R. D. JAMESON
COLLECfION. Folklore Studies: 30. Ed. by Stanley L. Robe. Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1977. Pp. 232. Bibliog. $8.50.
FOLKLORIST RUPERT D. ("JIM") JAMESON taught in the Department of English at
New Mexico Highlands University from 1948 until his death in September 1959.
He encouraged his students, most of whom were Hispanos from northeastern
New Mexico, to collect oral traditions from their families. and neighbors and to
submit these in uniform format for the New Mexico Folklore Archive he
established. At the time of his death, Jameson was preparing to start a book on
this material, but he left few notes and no overall plan for either the Archive or
the envisioned study, which had just been funded by the American Philosophical
Society. Jameson's widow deposited most of his Archive with the Center for the
Study of Comparative Folklore and Mythology at U.C.L.A. Eventually, they
were able to sponsor publication of the narrative materials in this and a projected volume edited by leading Hispanic and Latin American folktale scholar
Professor Stanley L. Robe of U.C.L.A.
Robe is a comparativist whose Index of Mexican Folktales (California Folklore
Studies: 26, 1973) and various tale collections are exemplary studies in this traditionalistic approach to folktale scholarship. He has organized the 205 tale texts
according to the Aarne-Thompson type classification. He has provided
meticulous comparative notes for each and, wherever possible, details about
place, date, informant and collector. Unfortunately, he uses initials for all personal names, thus obscuring both sex and surname. Almost all of the texts are in
English, which, as Robe points out (pp. 18-19), is problematic linguistically and
folkloristically but does not drastically affect the study of themes.
Historians will feel a bit uncomfortable with certain parts of Robe's introductory characterization of New Mexico, but it is brief and followed by an excellent
uiscussion and bibliography of folktale scholarship by A. M. Espinosa, Sr., Juan
B. Rael, and others. Although many of the tales make delightful reading, few are
sufficiently localized to be of immediate historical value. After several conversations with Professor Robe, I expect that the more extensive sequel volume now in
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preparation, Folk Legends of New Mexico, will be much more directly useful and
exciting to both scholars and residents of Hispano New Mexico.
University of New Mexico

MARTA WEIGLE

THE ARMY IN BOURBON MEXICO. 1760-1810. By Christon I. Archer. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1977. Pp. xv, 366. Notes, illus., index.
$15.00.
THE FIFTY YEARS encompassed by Christon Archer's study of the army in Mexico
are the years that made all the difference to the history and subsequent development of North America. They were important years for the colonies' mother
countries in Europe too. News of the political events that took place outside of
Mexico reached the sensitive and susceptible New Spain described in this
penetrating work. Even while enjoying the sunlight of the Bourbon reforms, New
Spain was a society in transition, heading for cataclysm. Events elsewhere
reverberated to one degree or another in Mexico.
The French were expelled from North America by the British, the United States
won independence from Britain and established the first democracy in modern
times and at the same time, set out on a notably expansionist policy. Napoleon
Bonaparte revolutionized the cartography (and more) of Europe, and the French
Revolution remapped politics and society thereafter. Spain's traditional rivalry
with Britain surged and resurged during the period. "The Perception of Danger"
(Chapter 4) in New Spain was from the exterior threat. Yet the possibility of interior revolt by Indians, criol/os, castas, or any combination of the discontented,
ambitious, or liberty-inspired patriots, was not considered seriously enough for
the army to develop contingency response plans.
The strengths of Archer's work lie in his exhaustive research of the Spanish and
Mexican archives and the application of his findings. He provides a more complete explanation of the political climate of the viceregency than has yet appeared in print. Archer's explication of the complicated combination of events
between 1760 and 1810 that affected Mexico is much more than a study of the
army. As a matter of fact, the army is used as the most obvious instrument of
policy employed by the viceroyalty and the crown. And because defense against
foreign intrusion was the prescribed reaction to the dangers of the time as
perceived by the government, the army's preparation for response to such exigencies is rightfully the focus of Archer's work. But the army is only the departure
point for Archer's much broader discussion of the atmosphere in New Spain during North America's watershed years.
Besides the strengths of research, political analysis, and military commentary,
The Army in Bourbon Mexico can boast a useful glossary, fine illustrations of
uniforms and fortress plans, many informative tables containing all kinds of
army statistical data, and an impressive bibliography. It would be hard to imagine that Chris Archer's work is other than the last word on the subject.
Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History

JANET R. FIREMAN
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A MEXICAN FAMILY EMPIRE: THE LATlFUNDIO OF THE SANCHEZ NAVARROS,
1765-1867. By Charles H. Harris Ill. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1975.
Pp, xviii, 410. Map, tables, chart, notes, bibliog" index. $19.50,
STUDIES OF HACIENDAS IN LATIN AMERICA have multiplied in recent years but few
of them rest on such a wealth of family documentation as this one. Undeterred by
the 75,000 pages of Sanchez Navarro Papers at the University of Texas at Austin,
Professor Charles Harris has produced a thorough, clearly written account of the
growth and collapse, in little over a hundred years, of the enormous Sanchez
Navarro latifundio in Coahuila.
Captain Juan Sanchez Navarro, the first member of the family to come to New
Spain, was one of the founders of Saltillo in 1575 but it was not unti!1755, when
Father Jose Miguel Sanchez Navarro, a priest with business ability and a determination to acquire real estate, became the curate of Monclova, that the family's
vast land holdings began to take shape. With cash obtained from a family store
in Monclova, and from his ability to speculate profitably with tithe funds
without incurring the wrath of his ecclesiastical superiors, the curate began to
purchase neighboring haciendas. With the help of two brothers and his nephew
Jose Melchor, Father Jose Miguel systematically added to the family's landed
assets. By 1821 they had. over 800,000 acres although their domain was still
overshadowed by the neighboring 15,000,000-acre spread of the Marquis of
Aguayo. By the time of Jose Melchor's death in 1836, the acreage had grown to
1,650,000. Then, in 1840, Carlos Sanchez Navarro, a lawyer based in Mexico
City, negotiated the purchase of the debt-ridden Aguayo latifundio, while his
brother Jacobo, with headquarters at the splendid hacienda of Patos, some thirty
miles west of Saltillo, began to manage a latifundio of some 25,780 square
miles-larger than the State of West Virginia-the largest latifundio in Mexico, if
not in the Western Hemisphere.
Harris attributes the enormous success of the Sanchez Navarros to their constant attention to the, vast family estate. No life of luxury in Mexico City or
foreign parts for them. The land was managed with profit in mind rather than
prestige. Sheep were the backbone of the latifundio, with wheat its major cash
crop. In the national period few major changes occurred except to provide more
diversification by raising fruits and vegetables, distilling mescal and aguardiente, and mining silver. The labor system during both the colonial and national
periods, Harris emphasizes, depended on debt peonage.
While the family managed its agricultural business shrewdly, it also made excellent use of its large number of relatives and friends. Kinship, according to
Harris, frequently was more important than ideology. It was, however, their
devotion to the conservative cause in and after the War of the Reform that started
the decline of the family's fortunes. When they befriended Maximilian and
Carlota (with Carlos becomi!1g Minister of the Imperial Hqusehold) their end
was near. Their property was confiscated in 1865. Although some estates were
subsequently restored, the family sold them. The latifundio had passed away.
Professor Harris's book is a valuable case study in social and economic history
which may be read with profit by every Latin Americanist.

University of Virginia

C. ALAN HUTCHINSON
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MEXICO'S MIGUEL CALDERA: THE TAMING OF AMERICA'S FIRST FRONTIER
1548-1597, By Philip Wayne Powell, Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
1977, Pp, xi, 322, Illus" notes, bibliog" index. $14,95 (hardcover), $7,95
(paper),
PROFESSOR POWELL has had this book in the making for many years, and it is
good to see it finally appear. In it he carries forward his research on the northward expansion of the Mexican frontier in the sixteenth century-one of the most
arduous episodes of Spanish colonial history in America-adding to a series of
works on the topic that includes, besides articles and published documents, his
Soldiers, Indians and Silver, The Northward Advance of New Spain, 1550-1600
(Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1952), now a standard work, and his graphic
historical novel Ponzona en las Nieves (Madrid, 1966),
The first third of this new work recapitulates, with some new touches, the story
told in Soldiers, Indians and Silver. The rest of the book is an account of the life
of Miguel Caldera, a key figure in that story, and one moreover who, in Professor
Powell's persuasive presentation, stands as a symbol of north Mexican culture as
it has developed from the late 1500s onwards, Caldera was in the 1570s and
early 1580s an Indian fighter, one of those who tried, unsuccessfully, to beat
down the resistance offered by the nomads of the north Mexican plateau, generically known as Chichimecas, to the spread of Spanish settlement. During the
1580s, however, Caldera grew increasingly sure that violence would not overcome the Chichimecas, while charity might. And he it was who first successfully
subdued a section of the north through diplomacy and gifts of food, clothing and
tools, His methods were adopted by the Spanish administration in the late 1580s
as general policy for dealing with the Chichimecas, Caldera was put in charge of
implementing the policy over the whole of the north, which he did with success,
In effect, the nomads were bribed into peace, and acculturated to Spanish ways
through religious instruction, introduction of Spanish-style agriculture, adoption
of Spanish and central Mexican clothing, and even through Spanish games:
Among the items presented to them were sets of bowls!
Professor Powell's thesis is that Caldera was so successful in his pacification of
the nomads because he half belonged to them, being the son of a Spanish father
and a Guachichil mother. (The Guachichiles were one of the largest Chichimeca
groups). So he knew their ways, and was trusted by them, The thesis is
demonstrated through a detailed account of Caldera's career. It is indeed truly
remarkable how much information the author has managed to unearth on this
man, who in the overall political and social context of Mexico at the time was,
until his final days, no more than a middle-range figure,
Professor Powell further presents Caldera as a prototypical northern
Mexican-a mestizo, the characteristic figure of the northern plateau since the
sixteenth century, In another sense-in his ambition, originality and enterpriseCaldera was a northerner of the pattern common in later times, From the
humblest of births he rose to be the chief justice of the frontier, the main founder
of San Luis Potosi, a silver miner and rancher who, at the time of his death in
1597, was on the threshold of the high society of the north.
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This may well be Professor Powell's best work to date. The flavor of northern
Mexico four centuries ago comes through strongly. There is landscape, personality, ,sharp detail here, as well as more conventional discussion of policy, imperial ideology and finance. The freshman will be instructed and intrigued; so
will his professor.

University of New Mexico

PETER BAKEWELL

SPANISH INSTITUTIONS OF THE SOUTHWEST. By Frank W. Blackmar. Glorieta: The
Rio Grande Press, 1976. Pp. xxv, 353. Illus., map, biblio., index. $15.00.
ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN 1891 this reissue is certainly justified. Any Borderlands
historian would use it to enhance his library. As one of the early pre-Boltonian
tomes, this book has an invaluable place within the historiography of early
Hispanic settlement in the Southwest.
The work does reflect its time, however. An anglophile bias is evident
throughout while, by comparison, this early effort illustrates how far
Borderlands studies have progressed over the years. The book should be read
with a jaundiced eye while constant references to the recently written foreword
will help put the narrative within its proper perspective. With these qualifications the book will be enjoyable as well as informative, for the author gives credit
to the Spanish contribution to North American history.
Descriptions of the Spanish institutions are faithful insofar as they apply to the
~alifornian experience of a relatively later period in Southwest history. In many
cases little effort is made to differentiate between Spanish and Mexican epochs.
Spanish institutions, according to the author, grew out of the Spanish experience
as part of the Roman empire. These Roman ideals, as contrasted to the teutonic
tradition of England, destined the Spanish empire to eventual collapse. To support this thesis the reader is treated to a chapter comparing America's teutonic
tradition of "liberty born in a German forest" to an inferior Romance system.
Because of this lock into an inferior tradition little attention is paid to changes
brought on by Mexican independence. This leaves a mistaken impression that
there were no differences. One example of this is the chapter on trade where the
author devotes a few cursory lines to the Santa Fe, Chihuahua, and Missouri
trade while continuing on about the foreign California coastal trade. This leads
to the conclusion that official Mexican attitudes toward foreign trade did not differ from the mercantilist tradition of their Spanish predecessors. Increasing
governmental regulations over coastal trade might lead to such a conclusion.
However, the abundant activity along the Santa Fe Trail, half of which eventually involved Mexican citizens, contradicts the author's impression.
A book like this is a piece of history of itself and should be read within its context. Once again, the Rio Grande Press has made a contribution by republishing
what had become a rare book. However, there are some minor errors that should
have been corrected. For example the text on page 180 states that Mission San
Gabriel was founded on one date while on the facing page a caption to a picture
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of the same mission gives a different date. Corrections of these mishaps do not
compromise the faithfulness of the original effort.
Historians of Spanish and Mexican California will find this book more informative than will scholars of the rest of the Borderlands states. On the whole,
Blackmar has written a social history with little attention paid to the detail of
narrative. Emphasized here are the Presidio, Mission, government, customs and
even language. Finally, with few exceptions, the text is derived from secondary
sources with most of the material based on Bancroft's works.
Within its time this book made a valuable contribution for it helped lead the
way into a new area of American history. Now, thanks to Rio Grande Press, its
value will be enhanced if not for the originally intended reasons.

Museum of New Mexico

THOMAS E. CHAVEZ

PANCHO VILLA: INTIMATE RECOLLECTIONS BY PEOPLE WHO KNEW HIM. By Jessie
Peterson & Thelma Cox Knoles. New York: Hastings House Publishers, 1977.
Pp. xvi, 279.111us., bibliog., index. $12.95.
OF ALL THE MAJOR FIGURES OF THE MEXICAN REVOLUTION. Doroteo Arango, or
Pancho Villa is easily the most controversial. Loved by some, hated by many,
Villa remains even among Mexican historians larger than life-a figure of myth
and legend. But more recently historians have begun to chip away the legend and
replace it with something approximating truth.
Unfortunately, this edited volume containing interviews with thirty-one persons who knew Villa at various times during his life, in large part does more to
perpetuate the myths than it does to clarify Villa's career. A portion of the problem facing the editors is that there are serious limitations to oral history.
Although the dates of the various interviews are not cited it seems reasonable to
conclude that most of them took place during the past two decades. In other
words the interviews occurred some thirty to fifty years or more after the events
described and given the vagaries of the human mind, some without corroboration, can be seriously questioned.
For example, there is the interview with one Dr. R. H. Ellis, who claims to have
served as President Wilson's "personal observer" in Mexico while simultaneously
serving as Villa's chief medical advisor. There is no credible evidence that Ellis
reported to the president or anyone else who counted within the United States
government and indeed the interview contains only a thin patina of truth interlarded with fantasy.
Furthermore, one notable error is an alleged photograph of Villistas killed at
the Columbus raid. The photograph was not taken at Columbus nor is it dated in
March, 1916; indeed it was taken eight months earlier (August, 1915), and 1,000
miles away when Plan de San Diego raiders attempted to capture the Norias
subheadquarters of the King Ranch, north of Brownsville. However, several of
the interviews, including the account of Roy Hoard, an official of the Mexico
Northwestern Railway, provide excellent material for a period in Villa's career
which has received little scholarly attention.
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In sum, the book is not without value and can be useful to historians studying
Villa. However, anyone who is not a Villa specialist should use this volume with
extreme caution.

New Mexico State University

LOUIS R. SADLER

FRANCISCO PACHECO OF PACHECO PASS. By Dr. Albert Shumate. Stockton: Pacific
Center for Western Studies, 1977. Pp. iii, 47. lIIus., notes, index. $4.50.
IN THIS SHORT MONOGRAPH the author, a physician and past president of the
California Historical Society, writes about the lives and times of a relatively
unknown California pioneer and his family members, their various land
hoidings, their roles in the state's history, and the famous Pacheco Pass in the
California Coast· Range. Despite its brevity, the book is the most complete
biography to date of Francisco Perez Pacheco and it corrects errors made by six
California mission writers who had wrongly credited Pacheco's deeds in enlarging the Monterey Catholic church to the better-known Governor Romualdo
Pacheco.
Francisco Pacheco, a native of Guadalajara, came to California in either 1819
or 1820, arriving at Monterey on the frigate Cleopatra. An artisan, he began his
California career humbly. Upon the outbreak of an Indian revolt at Missions
Santa Ines, Purisima, and Santa Barbara in 1824, he volunteered his services as a
soldier and was rewarded for his valor and commissioned brevet aljerez. In 1825
Governor Luis Arguello granted Pacheco his first of several lots in Monterey and
during the 1830s he held minor governmental and military offices in the provincial capital. On November 26, 1833, Governor Jose Figueroa granted him part
of Rancho Ausaymus y San Felipe. These ranch lands, formerly belonging to Mission San Juan Bautista, comprised 8,870 acres and were located to the east of the
present city of Gilroy.
Pacheco obtained additional grants and in 1843 his son, Juan, acquired Rancho San Luis Gonzaga, adjacent to his father's land. Eventually Pacheco family
lands totaled over 150,000 acres.
Pacheco Pass was originally named San Luis Gonzaga by the noteworthy explorer Gabriel Moraga in 1805, but Indians had traversed the gap long before
and after the coming of the Spaniards. The pass has a fascinating history. For
over forty years Indians from the Central. Valley crossed Pacheco Pass to raid the
ranchos of Santa Clara Valley. During the Gold Rush of 1849 rancheros drove
their cattle through the pass to supply miners in the Sierra foothills with beef. In
1853, when gold was discovered on the Kern River, Pacheco Pass became a major route to those diggings. In 1856 and 1857 Andrew D. Firebaugh built a toll
road over the pass and it became a part of the first overland mail route of the
famous Butterfield Stage Line. In recent times Pacheco Pass has been part of
California State Highway 152 and carries heavy traffic.
By consulting numerous primary sources such as baptismal records, probate
records, and reports on land cases, the author has succeeded in his purpose of rescuing Pacheco from obscurity. The book has several interesting photographs of
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the Pacheco family and an excellent index compiled by Anna Marie and Everett
G. Hager.

San Jose State University

BENJAMIN F. GILBERT

THE LIFE OF TOM HORN, GOVERNMENT SCOUT AND INTERPRETER: AN
AUTOBIOGRAPHY. By Tom Horn. Glorieta: Rio Grande Press, 1976 (1904). Pp.
328. Illus., supplement. $15.00.
FEW FRONTIER CHARACTERS have acquired the notoriety of Tom Horn, exMissouri farmboy, scout against the Apaches, and hired assassin of the Rocky
Mountain cattlemen. The controversial trial and eventual execution (1903) of
Horn continues to arouse the passions of many westerners. The former scout apparently composed The Life while in jail, in Cheyenne, Wyoming, awaiting
hanging for the murder of a young boy, Willie Nickell, whom Horn allegedly
mistook for the boy's father, the intended victim.
While the lengthy title of this volume declares that it is "A Vindication" of
Tom Horn, the text defends him only by recounting Horn's more respectable
deeds as a scout and Pinkerton detective. A few letters at the end attempt to free
him of the charges of the murder of Nickell. In the late 1870s, Horn settled on the
San Carlos Reservation in eastern Arizona, learned Apache and Spanish, and
earned the respect of the noted chief of scouts, Al Sieber. Although Horn often exaggerates his exploits-he cultivated braggadocio as facilely as languages-he
participated in several pursuits of Geronimo. The scout boasts that the wily
chieftain demanded that Horn interpret in negotiations with the army and that
he (Horn) was "mainly instrumental" for twice returning Geronimo to the reservation (pp. 144, 195-96). From this exalted role in the Indian wars, Horn drifted
into hired killing.
This book is a valuable commentary on a shadowy period of Southwestern history-the decline of traditional Apache society. With keen wit, strong powers of
recollection, vivid descriptions, and prominent ego, Horn portrays (sometimes
unwittingly) an uncompromisingly brutal era. Apaches, Anglos, and Mexicans,
murder without compunction. Horn and his Apache comrades leave the remains
of dead horsethieves at a waterhole as a warning to potential wrongdoers (p.
120). Renegade Apaches murder men, women, and children of their own tribe
for continuing to reside on the reservation (p. 202). Bitter humor occurs when
aging Chief Nana, after capture in Mexico, breaks his rifle stock against a rock,
symbolizing the end of independence (p. 213).
The provenance of this book is still disputed. Two persons, John C. Coble,
Horn's employer in Wyoming, and Hattie Louthan of the Louthan Book Company of Denver (and publisher of the first edition) have been credited with
ghostwriting The Life. However, Coble declares that he made "no additions"
and few "alterations" to the original manuscript. In his Guide to Life and
Literature of the Southwest (pp. 106-107), J. Frank Dobie mentions that he purchased Hattie Louthan's personal copy of The Life. Above the preface and "Clos-
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ing Word" of her copy, Louthan noted that she" 'Ghost wrote . . . this.' "
Unfortunately, it is unclear whether she referred to the preface and closing word
or the entire volume. Whatever the case, the content is authentic Hom. John
Greenway, an anthropologist of the University of Colorado (Boulder), provides a
witty, iconoclastic, if sometimes disconcerting, introductory essay to this reprint.
He maintains that, contrary to Hom's defenders, the assassin did kill the boy,
Willie Nickell. The controversy thus continues. The Rio Grande Press has produced a handsome and substantial volume, with helpful index added, to make
Number 104 in this press's Classic Series about the frontier.
Arkansas State University

LARRY D. BALL

THE FREEMAN JOURNAL THE INFANTRY IN THE SIOUX CAMPAIGN OF 1876. Ed. by
George A. Schneider. San Rafael, Ca.: Presidio Press, 1977. Pp. V, 104. lIlus.,
notes, biblio., index. $15.00.
CAPTAIN HENRY B. FREEMAN was second in command of the five companies of
the 7th U.S. Infantry which left Fort Shaw, Montana on St. Patrick's Day, 1876.
This infantry force would form the nucleus of the "Montana Column," an integral part of the combined operation which had as its objective the return of
Sioux and Northern Cheyenne hostiles to their assigned reservations. Command
evolved to Freeman on March 20 and on the next day he began his journal. We
should all be glad he did.
Freeman had no way of knowing it at the time but the Sioux Campaign of
1876 and the events along the Yellowstone would become perhaps the most examined episode in American military history. On June 25, a little more than
three months into the campaign, Freeman and his men camped at the juncture of
the Big Hom River and the Little Big Horn. Fifteen.miles away Custer that same
day had met his match at the hands of Crazy Horse, Sitting Bull, Gall, and the
largest force of Indians ever assembled on the Great Plains. Freeman was one of
the first on the scene and the fame of journal and principal reason for its
reproduction, after resting for years in the Coe Collection at Yale, rests on this
fact.
Freeman's journal can stand on its own merits as an interesting view of life on
the frontier in the midst of a major Indian uprising without being linked with the
histrionics associated with the Custer battle. The journal begins on March 21
and ends October 6 with typically laconic entry, "Reached home at 2 p.m. Here
endith [sic] the Sioux Campaign for us." In between Captain Freeman shares the
vissisitudes and hardships of campaigning in the wilderness with us. Freeman's
routine entries of 20- and 30-mile marches day after day over the roughest of terrain are viewed with wonder by people who would hesitate to undertake a two or
three mile walk across town. We sympathize with Freeman's difficulty arising
out of a bad tooth from which he will receive no relief until the end of the campaign. Freeman's style, while not inspired, is delightfully understated. As his column moved toward the Little Big Horn Freeman wrote, "All our Crows . . .
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cried and besought us not to go on, we were certain to be killed, that the whole
Sioux nation was there, etc., etc." He then added, "We pushed on."
The journal itself is only a little over fifty pages long and well worth the time
necessary to read it. The editor, George A. Schneider, had done an excellent job
and the supporting introduction by John Carroll, the biographical sketch of
Freeman by Schneider, the bibliography and the index are quite helpful. The illustrations and maps included with the volume add to the overall high quality of
the book. A few modem maps of the route of march and the details around the
site of the Custer battle would have helped those not familiar with Montana and
the details of the Custer battle interpret the contemporary map and sketches.

Eastern Montana College

ROBERT T. SMITH

GREAT NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS: PROFILES IN LIFE AND LEADERSHIP. By
Frederick J. Dockstader. Pp. x, 386. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1977.
lIlus., chronology, index. $16.95.
GREAT NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS is a useful, informative who's who among
Native Americans, containing 300 sketches of prominent men and women of Indian descent. It differs from earlier Native American biographical directories,
which largely were concerned with males pre-eminent in martial arts, oratory,
and tribal leadership (about the only women included were Pocohontas and
Sacajawea), in that it includes both men and women who have achieved recognition as leaders in the arts, religion, medicine, the general public life of the
American nation, as well as the traditional martial activity, oratory, and tribal
affairs.
The book contains a bibliographical guide for further reading and a list of 74
tribes, from Abnaki to Yavapai, represented in the biographical sketches and illustrating Native American ethnic diversity. Also included is a meticulouslycompiled chronology of the biographees explaining, besides the life span of each
subject, his or her place in historical sequence. Most sketches are illustrated with
photographs taken from life or photographic copies of paintings and drawings of
the subjects; the compilation of this gallery of graphics in itself was an undertaking of considerable magnitude.
However, most useful and essential for understanding and appreciating Great
North American Indians is the author-compiler's introduction. He admits the
problems of producing reliable biographical information on Indians. Chief
among these is derived from the Indians' naming systems. Besides diverse naming practices, the problem of establishing identity is compounded by the custom
of some tribesmen to change names at various life stages, or the practice, under
certain situations, of keeping names secret, thus lending anonymity to events
worthy of notice which would bring recognition to the doer. The authorcompiler found that much of the available material on Indian biographees was of
limited value because it was written from an Anglo-American bias. Also the
federal government's ISO-year policy of attempting to Americanize Indians, to
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suppress and erase their ethnicity, denigrated aboriginal accomplishments. Considering the paucity of reliable, objective material available, one inevitably must
be impressed with the author-compiler's tenacity and general success in composing satisfying biographical sketches of 300 Indian leaders.

University of Oklahoma

ARRELL MORGAN GIBSON

THE TAOS INDIANS. By Blanche C. Grant. Glorieta: Rio Grande Press, 1976
(1925). Pp. 132. Illus., notes, index. $8.00.
INDIAN STORIES FROM THE PUEBLOS. By Frank G. Applegate. Glorieta: Rio
Grande Press, 1977 (1929). Pp. 178. Illus. $8.00.
THE RARE MATERIAL MADE AVAILABLE by reprint publishing companies provides a
service for both scholar and general reader: Since 1962 the Rio Grande Press has
published 117 books in this category. (See Richard N. Ellis, "The Rio Grande
Press-Contributor to Southwestern History," NMHR 5 (1978):271-74.) These
two volumes-Blanche C. Grant, The Taos Indians and Frank G. Applegate, Indian Stories from the Pueblos-continue its tradition of providing excellent
reproductions of southwestern narratives long out of print.
Both Grant and Applegate came to New Mexico after World War I where they
joined the colonies of avant-garde writers and artists seeking the mystical air of
the Land of Enchantment in its two most-renowned communities-Taos and
Santa Fe. Much of the energy of these often eccentric easterners flowed into their
preoccupation with the Pueblo Indians of the Rio Grande Valley. In the 1920s
this concern led to an artistic and literary renaissance which encompassed both
Indian and non-Indian communities.
As centers for this renaissance, Santa Fe and Taos provided a unique backdrop
for those who endeavored to acquaint mainstream America· with the ancient
heritage of Pueblo culture. While the attitudes which surfaced among these
transplanted Easterners were sometimes misguided, their impact on Progressive
idealists such as John Collier (Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1933-1945) would
eventually have a powerful influence on Indian reform in the late 1920s and
1930s. These two books, therefore, emerge as a contemporary expression of this
mood. The milieu which circumscribes the author's approach may be foreign to
today's student of Indian history, but it permits the narratives to serve as a
barometer for their time.
The addition of critical introductions or perhaps editorial footnotes would
have provided these books with a needed perspective on Indian history. The
publisher has, however, included biographical information on the authors. The
Taos Indians has also been indexed. Paintings by Pueblo artists oLthe twenties,
such as Awa Tsireh, are a striking feature of the books, particularly the fourcolor reproductions in the Applegate volume. By making these two books
available, the Rio Grande Press has once again made a contribution to the
literary heritage of the Southwest.

Albuquerque, New Mexico

MARGARET CONNELL SZASZ
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IN SEARCH OF BUTCH CASSIDY. By Larry Pointer. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press. 1977. Pp. xvii, 294. Maps, illus., index, notes, bibliog. $9.95.
THE ENORMOUSLY SUCCESSFUL 1969 motion picture about Butch Cassidy created
an audience hungry for information about the actual outlaw. University presses
have shown a willingness to respond to this need, and Pointer's book is a worthy
addition to the literature. For the most part he has succeeded in his purpose,
which was to "separate the man from the myth."
Much of the material in the book was unearthed during an effort to determine
the authenticity of the William T. Phillips manuscript. Phillips, who died in
Spokane in 1937, left a handwritten record of Cassidy's career both before and
after his supposed death in Bolivia in 1909. Pointer wanted to find out if Phillips
really was Cassidy, or an imposter. He believes the man was Cassidy. This is not
exactly a revisionist interpretation, since stories about the outlaw's return from
the dead had been circulating in the Utah and Wyoming area for decades. But
the search to prove or disprove these stories led the author into many unexplored
nooks and crannies of Rocky Mountain history.
Much of the book's value derives from its clarification of hitherto-clouded
details about Cassidy's activities. These include the date and circumstances of his
arrest for horse theft in 1892, his romantic relationships with various local
belles, and some facts on the membership and inner workings of the infamous
Wild Bunch. There is also the most astute analysis to date of the outlaw's probable movements in South America. In addition Pointer clears up a number of
misconceptions that have been repeated in popular accounts. "Hack writers,"
for example, simply dreamed up the fancy title of Train Robbers' Syndicate for
Cassidy's later operations.
At the same time, there are certain weaknesses in the manuscript, which after
all was written some forty years after the episodes it describes had occurred.
Phillips could not remember the name of the sheriff who had taken him to prison
in 1894, even though "Sheriff Orson" is described as a "friend of Butch." Other
discrepancies include a thoroughly mixed-up account of the Castle Gate robbery
in 1897, which the actual Cassidy undoubtedly masterminded. Such inaccuracies pose problems in accepting the manuscript as a historical source.
Pointer does not explore the folkloric implications of the manuscript. It tells,
for example, how Cassidy gave money to a widow in Salt Lake City, enabling her
to save the old homestead from a heartless banker who was about to foreclose the
mortgage. He helps another destitute widow in Los Angeles, and "the manuscript
is replete with such examples of Butch Cassidy's 'charity.' " Such classic anecdotes appear in the traditions of all the Robin Hood types. The story of how Jesse
James helped a poor widow in Missouri is similarly unverified, yet it appears in
all the biographies of that outlaw. The apparent abundance of such anecdotes in
the Phillips manuscript suggests that it has folkloric rather than historical importance.
Yet everyone interested in Western outlawry will want to look at Pointer's
evidence, and then make up their own minds about Cassidy-Phillips. The book
includes some fine photos of the personalities and places discussed in the text,
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and the maps are helpful. The notes and bibliography are further evidence of the
thorough research that went into this volume.

California State University

KENT L. STECKMESSER

TIM MCCOY REMEMBERS THE WEST. By Tim McCoy with Ronald McCoy. Garden
City: Doubleday and Co., 1977. Pp. 274. lIIus., index. $8.95.
MEMOIRS OF HOLLYWOOD PERSONALITIES have been pouring from the presses for
the past several years. Their quality has been quite uneven, and their value is
often in doubt. This volume by Tim McCoy is a welcome exception.
Tim McCoy was one of the cowboy heroes of movies who was able to make the
transition successfully from silent to sound films. However, if the reader is looking for an expose of the scandals and a rehashing of the gossip of Hollywood's
"Golden Year," then he will be disappointed. McCoy spends as little space as
possible on that phase of his life. Instead, he concentrates, as the title indicates,
on his own experiences in the American West.
Unlike many of the celluloid cowboys, McCoy was a true working cowboy
who often returned to his Wyoming ranch between films or when his fortunes
were low in Hollywood. But, like many others, he was not a native of the West;
he was lured there from his Michigan home as a young boy and remained to
become a true son of the West.
McCoy was especially close to the Indians of the West. He had the good fortune
to know many of the "long hairs," the Indians who had been leaders in prereservation days. McCoy became adept at sign language, a fact that made it
possible for him to communicate with most any tribe. When Western movies
became popular, McCoy was often called on to recruit Indians to work in the
films. He also was actively involved in the Wild West shows, and he even had one
of his own for a short time.
The most valuable part of the book is the way in which the Indian culture is
described. Valuable also are McCoy's memories of the days of range life in
Wyoming.
This book is one of the best of its genre. It is a joy and a pleasure to read. It offers a view of the West not often seen before and should be valuable as a primary
source on the early twentieth century west.

Texas Eastern University

DONALD W. WHISENHUNT

THE CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO ORDEAL: RESERVATION AND AGENCY LIFE IN THE
INDIAN TERRITORY. 1875-1907. By Donald J. Berthrong. Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1976. Pp. xv, 402. lIIus., maps, notes, index, bibliog.
$12.50.
THE CHEYENNE AND ARAPAHO INDIANS were tribes who ranged the southern
Great Plains, living a free nomadic life based on the vast buffalo herds. Their
military resistance to the westward-moving whites was finally crushed in the Red
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River War of 1874-1875, and the tribes were forced on to a reservation in what is
now western Oklahoma. In this book, a sequel to his earlier The Southern
Cheyennes, Professor Donald J. Berthrong, of Purdue University, describes the
reservation life of these Indians from 1875 to 1907, the date of the entry of the
State of Oklahoma into the Union. This history of the tribes is appropriately
called an "ordeal," for the Indians did not take readily to the plans of the United
States government to turn them into sedentary agriculturalists living on individual allotments and sending their children to learn white civilization in
government or mission schools.
Part of the trouble lay in the Indians themselves, for many of them resolutely
resisted change in their traditional cultural patterns, although the impossibility
of maintaining the old ways was manifest. Much more of the trouble, as Berthrong relates it, came from bungling and niggardliness on the part of the United
States government. Although the Indian agents responsible for the Cheyennes
and Arapahos were by and large sincere in their efforts to alleviate the problems
of the tribesmen, they were hamstrung by a persistent shortage of subsistence
supplies, machinery, and agricultural instructors, which, combined with
climatic disasters, made any easy change in the economy of the Indians impossible. In great detail, the author describes the attempts at agriculture and education, the controversies that arose as white cattlemen invaded the reservation, the
allotment of the tribal lands, the pouring in of white settlers, and the continuing
pressures for conformity to the white man's ways. The last chapter, entitled
"Stagnation and Decay," leaves the Indians-and the reader-in a state of
depression, for the land policy of the government and the education policy, as
well, had been "a dismal failure."
Berthrong bases his study on exhaustive use of manuscript sources, chiefly in
the National Archives and in the Oklahoma Historical Society. The book is
thoroughly researched and documented and extremely valuable for the light it
throws on the reservation life of the Indians in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, when the government, following the appeals of Christian
humanitarian reform groups, decreed the Americanization and assimilation of
the Indians. The detail in the book, as the author presents case after case without
much attention to themes or analysis, makes the reading hard going at times, but
the overall effect is a vivid picture of what the Cheyennes and Arapahos endured,
while still maintaining their Indian identity.

Marquette University

FRANCIS PAUL PRUCHA

CHICANO POLITICS. By Maurilio Vigil. Washington: University Press of America.
Pp. 368. Illus., notes. $9.75.
Two OUTSTANDING FEATURES about the publication entitled Chicano Politics are
the author and the volume for they together represent the functional and literary
political traditions among New Mexicans of Indo-Hispano heritage. Since the
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code of laws for New Mexico were decreed by General Stephen Watts Kearny,
after the occupation of that region in 1846, by American forces, Los Nuevas
Mexicanos have promoted and collaborated in the American political process
both on local and national levels. Jose Manuel Gallegos and Miguel Otero
served as territorial delegates in Washington, D.C., early in the life of the emerging state of New Mexico. Critics may debate the historical significance of their
days in office. Scholars are quick to note that all public office holders have feet of
clay. Perhaps, this is the way it should be. Even so, the Chicano's functional
traditions in the political life of New Mexico since it entered the union are proudly rooted in the early nineteenth-century life of his homeland. In other parts of
the Southwest, political gains achieved by Mexican Americans are, by standards
in New Mexico, relatively recent as many Chicano congressional offices originated after World War II. With his political work firmly grounded on sound
historical base, Vigil is far more than an academic prophet crying out in the
wilderness. More precisely, historical primacy and the growing importance of
cultural pluralism in our day gives his volume considerable literary significance.
Vigil's work provides for the sage scholar and lay observer a chance to touch
base. The text centers around an essentially political theme, namely that
American democratic processes are based less on egalitarian presumptions and
more on equitable and effective government decisions emerging from steady appeasement of relatively small interest groups. Within the context of this
American political custom, active Chicano participation in distinct levels of
government is an appropriate and natural phenomenon of American politics.
Vigil's account on Chicano historical profile, although less historical than contemporary, represents accurate demographic assessment, population
characteristics and socia-economic conditions which have contributed to
political patterns within the Mexican-American community. Suggesting the influence of the writings of Alfredo Cuellar and Ralph Guzman, and Edgar Litt's
organization on ethnic politics, the author, in chapter three, sets down notable
descriptions of Chicano political culture and the effects of the politicization pracess on the Mexican-American community. Vigil is at his best when writing the
core of his volume. In chapters four, five and six, the author proceeds to synthesize copious amounts of material on the diverse Mexican-American organizations and leaders throughout the Southwest. This attempt, which is mostly
systematic, is a worthy survey on substantial materials indicating how the
Mexican-American aptly fits into the mainstream of U.S. interest group politics.
Understandably enough, the volume is not a breakthrough in analysis and in
the study of theoretical questions. Even so, Vigil provides a comprehensive
textbook on the subject of Chicano politics. By providing more than an edited
collection, the author has brought together in one volume the story of MexicanAmericans in local and national politics. Although the volume tends to emphasize politics in New Mexico, it, nonetheless, warrants consideration for use in
university classrooms. The author will be brought to account for the large usage
of secondary sources. He need not worry. Had he not done so, he would have had
to reckon with criticism noting the absence of many "important sources."
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Vigil's volume is not an apologia; he makes no polemical defense of Chicano
political life. His text appears more to be an encyclopedia-a comprehensive
summary on the evolution of Mexican-American political awareness written
with scholarly and systematic effectiveness.

Pan American University

GILBERT

R.
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News Notes
CAL VIN HORN HISTORICAL SCHOLARSHIP
CONTEST NE WS
THE CALVIN HORN HISTORICAL SCHOLARSHIPS are available to New
Mexico eleventh and twelfth graders who have composed worthy essays
concerning some aspect of New Mexico's history. Four one-year tuition
scholarships are awarded each year to any New Mexico state university.
Winners in the 1979 contest were Shirlene Stroup of Dora, attending
Eastern New Mexico University; Ellen Riser of St. Michael's High
School, Santa Fe, attending Eastern New Mexico University; Elaine
Murphy, a Senior at Farmington High School; and John Fellin of
Gallup, attending UNM. Winning essays were "Culture Told by Ancient
Indian Homes," by Stroup; "Saint Michael's High School: A Beacon of
Light," by Riser; "A Brief History of Navajo Dam," by Murphy; and
"The Role of C. N. Cotton in the Development of Northwestern New
Mexico," by Fellin.
The 1980 contest will offer the same rewards to winners. All entries
should reach the judges before April 1, 1980. For more information call
277-5839 or write the NMHR.

REGIONAL CONFERENCE TO BE HELD
IN ALBUQUERQUE
THE 1979 WESTERN LITERATURE ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE will be
held in Albuquerque October 4-6 at the Ramada-Inn. Conference coordinator is Dr. Richard W. Etulain of Idaho State University, Pocatello.
Sessions include comparative perspectives of regional U.S. southern and
western and Canadian western literature. Other areas being explored are
the role of women in the West, western art, fiction, and film, and
cultural regionalism. For information contact Dr. Etulain care of the
NMHR.
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